2017 Advocacy Report
The voice for California almond growers, hullers,
shellers, and processors
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“THE BEST WAY TO PREDICT YOUR
FUTURE IS TO CREATE IT”
As Abraham Lincoln once said, “the best way to predict your future is to
create it”. The Almond Alliance works tirelessly to ensure that the California
almond industry has a voice when policy discussions are taking place that
will impact our industry’s ability and right to farm.
As the California almond industry has grown and become the largest crop in
California with an estimated 1,240,000 acres and a 25% increase in production
expected in the next 3-5 years increased visibility and scrutiny will continue.
The almond industry will continue to face unprecedented challenges for
growers, huller/shellers, handlers, processors and allied industry partners.
Despite its numerous contributions to the state’s economy, the industry is
faced with increasing concerns about both its ability and right to farm.
To address these challenges and to identify proactive opportunities for
the almond industry, the association implementing a comprehensive
government relations program.
The program includes:
• Full service advocacy including legislative and regulatory affairs
• Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the Almond Board (ABC)
for research and support
• California Almond Industry Political Action Committee

ABOUT THE ALMOND ALLIANCE
The Almond Alliance of California (formerly known as the Almond Huller
and Processors Association) was established in 1980 to serve the almond
industry members in a capacity that isn’t available through any other
organization. Our current membership represents approximately 80% of
the almonds processed in California. The Almond Alliance of California is
the only trade association fully dedicated to advocating and protecting
your investment in the almond industry.
Mission Statement:
The Almond Alliance of California is dedicated to innovative leadership
and advocacy, ensuring the sustainability and success of the California
almond community.
Vision Statement:
It is the vision of the Almond Alliance of California to be the premier
advocate dedicated to the California almond community.
Core Values:
Integrity, Member Driven, Community Stewardship, Collaboration,
Proactive
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DOING MORE THROUGH COLLABORATION
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KEY ISSUES
The Almond Alliance advocates for the California almond community on a
wide range of issues on legislative and regulatory fronts. Some of the key
issues in 2016-2017 were:

Biomass – Wood, Hulls and Shells
Managing biomass and organic byproducts continues to be a major issue
for the almond industry. The Almond Alliance has been working closely with
the Governor’s office, energy agencies, and several coalitions committed
to increasing the amount of biomass energy produced in the State and
to finding alternative options for biomass by-products including woody
biomass, almond hulls and shells.
There are several efforts underway including amending SB 859, passed in
2016, which mandated utilities purchase another 125 MW of biomass energy.
The focus of that measure was removing diseased trees and mitigating fire
risks. A last-minute provision to the bill mandated 80% of the new biomass
energy come from forest waste and 80% of that needed to come from high
fire hazard areas. The Almond Alliance is working to get the thresholds
reduced to allow for more ag and urban biomass waste. Additionally, we are
working with a cross section of biomass and biofuel producers to increase
the states commitment to bio energy, provide greenhouse gas emission
funds to assist the biomass industry and supporting longer term actions
to identify alternative management practices. We are working through the
budget, administrative and legislative channels to accomplish these goals.
Working Group Established at the Almond Board for Biomass Alternatives
The Almond Alliance has worked closely with the Almond Board to establish
a working group to devote resources, staff and funding, into identifying and
expediting alternatives for woody biomass, almond hulls and shells.
Initial research initiatives funded by the working group built on seed
research that was funded by the Almond Alliance. One potential option for
torrefied shells is a polypropylene additive which is a form of plastic that
can then be used for a number of products. An additional benefit is that the
heat distortion temperature, or softening point, is higher in polypropylene
with almond shell additives making it more durable in high heat conditions.
Research is being done to see if adding almond shells can make the plant
trays used by nurseries more durable in heat conditions.

KEY ISSUES

Source USDA-ARS
Torrefied almond shells can be different colors
depending on the temperature and the time of
the process. Another option being explored with
Torrefied shells is using them as the coloring agent
for tires, providing a more environmentally friendly
tire option that is sourced domestically.

Market Access Request for Almond
Hull & Shell into China Underway
As the crop continues to grow and production is
expected to increase by 25% in the next 3-5 years
there will be an even larger increase in the amount
of hulls and shells that will be looking for a home.
The general rule of thumb is there are twice as many
hulls as there are kernels so when we get to 2.5 billion
pounds of kernels we will be 5 billion pounds of hulls
to move. While there isn’t a silver bullet, or a single
market to absorb this volume the Almond Alliance
continues to make identifying and establishing new
markets and outlets for almond hulls and shells a
priority issue.
Almond Alliance is working with the Almond Board
of California on market access into China for almond
hull and shell pellets and cubes. Market access into
China for new feed products is a relatively lengthy
process; we are optimistic that the approval process
will be expedited. Our work continues with USDA and
the General Administration of Quality Supervision,
Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ) in China to
move the industry market access request forward
as expeditiously as possible. The Biomass working
group at the Almond Board will continue to assess
other viable export markets moving forward.

Food Safety
Almond Alliance participates in FDA Tour of Tree
Nut Operations
The Almond Alliance participated in a June tour
coordinated by the Western Center for Food Safety
(WCFS), to highlight challenges of the Food Safety
Modernization Act   rules, in particular, the Produce
Safety Rule that affect growers and some almond
huller/shellers.
Included on the tour from the Food & Drug
Administration (FDA) were Dr. Mickey Parish, Senior
Science Advisor and Dr. Samir Assar, Director of the
Division of Produce  Safety.  Dr. Assar has overseen
the development of Produce Safety rule, is currently
working with his team on compliance guidance and
revisiting the agricultural water testing requirements
under the Produce Safety rule. This was Dr. Assar’s
first time visiting both almond operations and walnut
operations.
During the tour, we visited Boersma Farms, where
we discussed challenges with the current agricultural
water testing requirements under the Produce Safety
Rule and were able to show Dr. Assar a variety of
water sources and distribution systems. Additionally,
we toured the Boersma farms huller/sheller where
we reiterated that confusion continues over who/
what qualifies as a farm as it relates to intermediary
harvest operations; due to basing the farm definitions
on ownership instead of risk and activities performed.
Another key topic of discussion was the written
disclosure and written assurance requirements for
modified requirements under the Produce Safety Rule
as it relates to the almond pasteurization program.
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Almond Alliance Working with Agencies on FSMA
Implementation
The Almond Alliance continues to work with FDA,
the California Department of Public Health and
the California Department of Food & Agriculture
on interpretation and implementation of the final
rules. Most recently the Almond Alliance, met with
Darla Bracy, District Director, San Francisco District
Program Division Director, Office of Human & Animal
Foods Operations, the inspection supervisors and
CDPH to discuss the current inspection process, how
the agencies will communicate to reduce duplicate
inspections and audits, and offered to assist in
educating the inspectors on the almond industry.
Additionally, the Almond Alliance is in process of
updating our food safety guidelines to incorporate
requirements of the FSMA rules for huller/shellers
and continue to assist industry members with their
questions on FSMA and how it relates to their
operation.

production expected in the next 3-5 years these
programs will be critical in developing new markets
for almonds. The almond industry utilized these funds
to enter into the China market, which is now our third
largest export market.
The Almond Alliance supports the recently
introduced Cultivating Revitalization by Expanding
American Agricultural Trade and Exports (CREAATE)
Act, which would aid MAP and the FMDP by doubling
their funding over five years.
CREAATE Act aims to revitalize the USDA’s export
promotion programs, which generated a net return
of $28.30 for every dollar invested between 1977 and
2014.
These funds help leverage growers’ assessment
dollars in some of the other markets where export
promotion funds are not available. Funding for
these programs has not increased in many years,
despite more participants and the increased role of
agricultural exports.
Trans - Pacific Partnership (TPP)
On Jan. 23rd President Donald Trump signed the
Presidential Memorandum Regarding Withdrawal of
the United States from the Trans- Pacific Partnership
Negotiations and Agreement.

From left: Brent Boersma, Brooke Boersma,              
Dr. Samiar Assar (FDA), Kelly Covello (Almond
Alliance), Dr. Micky Parish (FDA), Dr. Linda Harris
(WCFS), and Tim Birmingham (Almond Board)

Trade
Support for Export Programs Funding
The Almond Alliance strongly supported Congressional
bipartisan legislation that would increase funding to
successful USDA export promotion programs and
help U.S. farmers maintain an edge in the increasingly
competitive global marketplace.
USDA’s Market Access Program (MAP) and Foreign
Market Development Program (FMDP) remain
important to the almond industry. With 70% of
the almond crop exported and a 25% increase in
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The Almond Alliance supported the TPP which
included 12 countries that represent approximately
40% of the world economy. Nearly 10% of the 2015–
2016 almond crop was imported by TPP countries
valued at $914M in 2015 with Japan, Canada and
Vietnam the top three TPP countries that import
almonds. With TPP, tariffs on almonds would have
been eliminated in Japan and Vietnam, encouraging
greater trade with the participating countries and
providing access to more than 480 million consumers.
While the U.S. has left TPP we will be watching what
other trade partners do. China is working to advance
a competing free trade agreement, the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), which
includes 16 countries in the Southeast Asia region. The
RCEP countries represent 24% of the world economy,
and imported approximately 23% of the almond crop
in 2015–2016. The three largest importers of almonds
participating in RCEP are China, India and Japan.

KEY ISSUES
West Coast longshore workers ratify contract extension; New
agreement will continue until July 1, 2022
With over 80% of California Almonds being exported and the majority of
those going through West Coast Ports remaining engaged in ensuring a
slow downs or strikes do not occur again is a priority issue for the Almond
Alliance. The Almond Alliance continues to participate in a Washington DC
based coalition with 119 other organizations working to mitigate the impact
of future West Coast Ports labor contract negotiations on industry.  
At the urging of the coalition the International Longshore & Warehouse
Union (ILWU) longshore workers at 29 ports in California, Oregon and
Washington officially ratified a three-year contract extension with the Pacific
Maritime Association (PMA) in August. The current agreement was set to
expire on July 1, 2019; the newly approved three-year pact will extend the
expiration to July 1, 2022. The contract extension will raise wages, maintain
health benefits, and increase pensions from 2019-2022. This extension will
mitigate any potential disruptions due to labor contract negotiation until
2022.

Water Quality and Availability
With a wet winter there was some relief from the multi-year drought, however,
water remains a key issue for the almond industry as we move forward with
the implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act and
additional legislation and regulation on various aspects of the water supply
system.
AB 313- Water Rights - Support
AB 313 (Adam Gray, D-Merced) would establish a Division of Water
Rights within the Office of Administrative Hearings. The bill provides that
complaints against persons violating provisions of their water diversions
would be heard by an administrative law judge in OAH; however, decisions
would not be final until accepted by the State Water Resources Control
Board. The argument is that the current structure allows the State Water
Resources Control board to be investigator, judge, jury and prosecutor. The
measure passed both houses but was vetoed by the Governor.
SB 623- Safe Drinking Water Fund - Support
SB 623 (Bill Monning, D-Carmel) would establish the Safe and Affordable
Drinking Water Fund to provide emergency-interim and long-term
assistance to community water systems where wells exceed the maximum
contaminant levels for arsenic, hexavalent chromium, lead, manganese,
MTBE, nitrate and perchlorate. The measure remained in the Assembly
Rules Committee and failed to make it to the Assembly floor for a vote. The
measure is now a two-year bill.
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SB 252- Well Permits – Neutral
SB 252 (Bill Dodd, D-Napa) would require new
water well permit applicants in critically overdrafted
groundwater basins to provide their application
information to neighbors. It would require cities
and counties overlying critically overdrafted basins
to publicly notice new well permit applications and
require these cities and counties to make specific
new well permit information available to groundwater
sustainability agencies. The Almond Alliance worked
hard in opposition to this bill in its original state
and the bill continued to get amended until it was
in its current form only requiring notice of new well
permits, providing the opportunity for the ag coalition
members to go neutral. The measure passed both
houses and was sent to the governor for his signature.
SB 5- Parks/Water Bond – Neutral
In the final hours of this year’s legislative session,
the Legislature took action to protect and restore
California’s state and local parks; coastal, forest,
and other natural resources; and water quality and
supply by passing SB 5 (de León) The California
Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection,
and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 – a $4 billion
resource bond.
Senator de León’s bill allocates $2.83 billion in funding
for parks and natural resources projects including over
$1 billion to local parks throughout the state with the
majority going to fund new parks in neighborhoods
that are park poor. The bill also includes $250M for
clean and safe drinking water, $10M for CDFA grants
to improve climate resiliency, $80M for groundwater
cleanup, $30M for regional supply projects in the San
Joaquin area, $290M for regional sustainability with
$50M of those funds for groundwater sustainability
plans, and $20M for CDFA’s State Water Efficiency
and Enhancement Program.
AB 1668 & SB 606 - Long-term water legislation
- No Position
Long-term water conservation legislation was a topic
of debate and discussion all year long.   In August,
the authors revealed a final “structure” that became
the foundation for the bills. They continued to be
amended well into September.  AB 1668 (Friedman)
and SB 606 (Hertzberg/Skinner/Friedman) both
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became two-year bills when they were held in the
Legislature on September 15.   Water agencies split
with Met and East Bay MUD supporting, but many
individual districts that provide retail water opposed.
This allowed the Association of California Water
Agencies to also remain opposed.
Almond Alliance Opposes SWRCB
Unimpaired Flows Proposal
A state proposal recommending a range of between
30 and 50 percent of unimpaired water flow, with
a starting point of 40 percent, for the San Joaquin
River and tributaries is misguided and the supporting
documentation is deficient across a broad range of
issues.
As part of its update to the Bay-Delta Water Quality
Control Plan, the State Water Resources Control
Board (SWRCB) issued a staff proposal last fall that
would require water users to leave significantly more
water in the San Joaquin River and its tributaries from
Feb. 1 to June 30 each year in an effort to provide fish
and wildlife benefits.
The Almond Alliance offered verbal testimony during
the March hearings and formal written comments on
the proposed Phase 1 amendments to the Bay-Delta
Water Quality Control Plan and the accompanying
Substitute Environmental Document (SED).
Noting that fisheries, like agriculture, need many
ingredients to be successful, the comments call on
the water board to support policies that support
regional agriculture and restore healthy native fish
populations. We support efforts to create a healthy
balance based on sound science and best available
technologies maximizing benefits from each drop of
water. The SED, as drafted, does not balance benefits
and impacts, as the impacts have been grossly
understated.
The comments were particularly critical of the
proposal’s economic analysis: “The amount of errors,
omissions, and unsupported assumptions, including
grossly underestimated acreage, is astounding. We
have identified that under one scenario there is a
potential impact to almonds alone of over $37M -over half of the total estimated agricultural impact of
$64M. Additionally, the analysis incorrectly assumes
the farmers’ ability to transfer reduced water supplies

continues to fight to keep both pre- and post-harvest crop protection materials avai
to industry. Below is a recap of some of the key crop protection material issues we h
worked on over the last year.
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to higher value crops such as almonds which results
in significant underestimation of economic impacts.
The Water Board needs to work with water districts
and the local counties to identify the true economic
impacts of this project.”

DPR School Rule
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Chlorpyrifos
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Almond Alliance has been working to keep Chlorpyrifos (Lorsban) a tool available t

Crop Protection
In recent years regulatory agencies at both the
Federal and State level have been using a fear based
and purported risk approach and not considering risk
based on science when assessing and developing
policy on crop protection materials. The Almond
Alliance continues to fight to keep both pre- and
post-harvest crop protection materials available to
industry. Below is a recap of some of the key crop
protection material issues we have worked on over
the last year.
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as questionable epidemiological studies build the
case to ban the product. With the new Administration,
Secretary Pruitt of US EPA stopped than proposal to
ban Chlorpyrifos at the Federal level. A short-lived
reprieve, as the State of California picked up where
US EPA left off.  

In what you might call a 1-2-3 punch the California
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Office
of Environmental Health Hazard Analysis (OEHHA)
and the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR)
the issued a joint statement advising of their intent to
ban the use of Chlorpyrifos in California.

DPR School Rule
The Almond Alliance participated in a grass
roots campaign opposing a rule by the California
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) restricting
pesticide use near schools and day care centers
which was ultimately adopted.
This regulation
upends 40-plus years of pesticide regulation by
assuming all pesticides have the same level of risk
which is scientifically incorrect and that our current
state and federal pesticide registration and pesticide
use programs are not effectively identifying and

While the agencies conduct their risk assessments
DPR released recommended interim permit
conditions to the County Agricultural Commissioners
for the insecticide Chlorpyrifos on the same day that
comments were due regarding their risk assessment.
Such action does not generate confidence that DPR is
acting in a fully transparent manner when considering
the legitimate concerns and comments being made
by the California almond growing community.
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DPR has announced that they will implement new
mitigation measures as a result of their analysis. But
the analysis is not complete and they have not shared
the new restrictions or specifically explained how they
were calculated. For transparency, this information
should be available for review and comment before
any new restrictions are implemented. The updated
DPR analysis is unnecessarily and inappropriately
conservative and extreme, which in turn will lead
to excessive buffer zones and limitations on use by
growers. DPR should rely on validated methods,
refine extreme and non-representative assumptions
for potential exposure and make clear any specific
analysis used to support any proposed increase in
buffer zones that limit use for California growers.”
Other Crop Protection Materials
The Almond Alliance worked closely with the Almond
Board to develop and submit comments on a
number of other crop protection tools and processes
including:
° Simazine, Atrazine, and Propazine
   Registration Review
° Spinosad, Spinetoram, Copper Compounds
° Phosmet, pyrethrins, etc.  
° Outlined comments for EPA-OPP
regulatory efficiencies.
° Pyrethroid Ecological Risk Assessment
° Cyprodinil Registration Review
° 2,4-D Registration Review
° Clothianidin Registration Review

Air Quality
Governor Signs Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
Bill - Provides $300M for Ag
The Governor signed two bills that will provide
significant funding for agriculture to meet its regulatory
mandates and incentivize clean farm equipment,
clean food processing, manure management and on
farm renewable energy opportunities.
AB 109 and AB 134, both budget trailer bills and
authored by Assembly Member Ting, establish the
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expenditures for $1.4 billion Global Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund funding package and include the
specific funding for $250 million for agriculture from
that fund, with authorization for another $50 million
for ag from other funding sources. The funding
measure provides funding for:
• Reduce Air toxic and criteria pollutants
from stationary and mobile sources
• Low-and zero-carbon transportation 			
alternatives
• Sustainable agricultural practices
• Healthy forests and urban greening
• Short-lived climate pollutants
• Climate adaptation and resiliency
• Climate and clean energy research
The funding in these measures implements many of
the statutory mandates approved by legislature and is
a responsible approach to reduce GHG emissions and
criteria pollutants in disadvantaged and low-income
communities; enable nutritious food production and
value-added food processing to stay in California; and
will be matched by farmers and ranchers to create
an even larger GHG emission reduction opportunity.
This funding will also provide huge steps forward in
reducing short-lived climate pollutants by assisting
dairy farmers throughout the state in their efforts
to comply with SB 1383 (Chapter 395, 2016) with
research and projects to reduce methane emissions
and implement air pollution reduction plans.
Specifically, ag and natural resource related
investments include:
• $99 million for methane reduction programs,
including dairy digesters research and development
and alternative manure management programs.
These investments must comply with siting
requirements applied to digester projects awarded
in the 2016-17 fiscal year;
• $60 million for energy efficiency funding for
agricultural entities, including food processors

KEY ISSUES
• $50 million for agricultural diesel replacement
and upgrades including almond harvesting
equipment, of which $35 million is from the
Alternative and Renewable Fuels and Vehicle
Technology Fund and $15 million is from Air Quality
Improvement Fund;
• $200 million for healthy forests and fire
prevention in State Responsibility areas, of which $5
million shall be used for activities of the California
Conservation Corp
• $6 million for renewable energy projects
related to agriculture;
• $18 million for low income weatherization for
multi-family, solar, and farm worker residential units
Almonds and Ag are Focus in New San Joaquin
Valley Air Quality Plan
Several proposed control measures that would
affect almond production were discussed at public
workshops hosted by the San Joaquin Valley
Air Pollution Control District on the 2017 PM2.5
Attainment Strategy. Following rejection of an
earlier district plan by the California Air Resources
Board, the Valley Air District is expressly “leaving no
stone unturned.” Proposed strategies include more
stringent limits on agricultural burning, “backstop”
control measures that would require conversion to
higher-tier motors in ag equipment should voluntary
measures fail to deliver necessary reductions, and
enhanced Conservation Management Practices to
reduce fugitive dust from cropland tilling and fallow
lands.
Agriculture has significantly reduced its air quality
impacts through voluntary, incentive based programs
funded by the Valley Air District and USDA-NRCS. In
2016 the Almond Alliance, with technical assistance
from the Almond Board, worked with NRCS to
developed and incentive program under EQIP for
almond harvest equipment where growers receive a
per acre incentive over a three-year period for using
lower emitting harvesters
Reducing harvest dust through a newly developed
incentive program for low-dust harvesters was also
discussed as a potential Community-Level Targeted
Strategy. In coordination with the SJVAPCD, the
Almond Board is currently funding experiments

with all four harvest equipment manufacturers to
document the amount of PM2.5 that is reduced using
new equipment compared to conventional harvest
equipment. This research will be used to develop
an additional incentive program for harvesters. The
Almond Alliance, along with other groups, worked
during the last legislative session to get $250 million
for ag from California’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund, a portion of which can be used for a newly
developed almond harvester incentive program.
The Almond Board is also funding research into
alternatives to ag burning, including whole orchard
recycling. The Almond Alliance working with the
Almond Board under our memorandum of agreement,
will continue to engage on behalf of the almond
industry on these issues.
Draft 2017 Clean Air Action Plan (CAAP) Update:
Concerns for Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach
The Almond Alliance joined a coalition representing
manufacturers,
farmers
and
agribusinesses,
wholesalers,
retailers,
importers,
exporters,
distributors, and transportation and logistics
providers who use the ports of Los Angeles and Long
Beach, voicing concerns on the Draft 2017 Clean Air
Action Plan (CAAP) Update.
The Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach have
achieved large reductions in pollutants and
greenhouse gases over past 10-plus years. While the
ports and stakeholders must continue to build upon
the successes achieved so far, we are significantly
concerned with several aspects of the Draft Clean
Air Action Plan Update. These include the lack of
information with respect to the commercial availability
of specified technologies, the uncertainty of the draft
plan’s cost, the absence of any analysis regarding the
ports’ future competitiveness, the exclusion of certain
technologies and fuels, and the lack of a cost benefit
analysis on the air quality benefits that would result
from this program

Labor
AB 450- Employment Regulation - Amended to
Neutral
AB 450 started as one of the most contentious bills
with employers being placed in a lose-lose situation
between federal and state authorities pertaining to
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immigration enforcement at the workplace. Under
this bill, employers are required to police immigration
activity by being mandated to report it to the Labor
Commissioner.   However, last minute amendments
concerning notice and minimizing liability resulted in
most of agriculture removing opposition. The Alliance
was neutral on this bill following amendments.

Environment
Legislature Fails To Accelerate Renewable Energy
While this was a very productive legislative session,
several bills attempting to accelerate the Renewable
Portfolio Standard or add fairness to the energy
procurement process failed to make it to the Governor.  
AB 920- Biomass Electrical Generation - Support
The Almond Alliance worked diligently with a coalition
of biomass and bioenergy producers to support AB
920 (Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, D-Napa).   This measure
addressed baseload electric generation facilities
(biomass and geothermal) and requires the California
Public Utilities Commission to determine what types
of generation resources investor owned utilities are
required to procure. Publicly owned utilities would
be required to make the same assessment. The bill
attempted to ensure a specific level of baseload
energy production was from these sources. Over
significant advocacy from the Investor Owned
Utilities and wind and solar producers, the bill was
held in appropriations committee and became a twoyear bill.
SB 100- California Renewables - Opposed Unless
Amended
SB 100 (Kevin de León, D-Los Angeles) would have
required sellers of electricity to procure a minimum of
60 percent of their electricity products from eligible
renewable-generation resources by 2030; currently,
they must procure 50 percent by 2030. In addition,
the bill set aspirational goals of meeting 100 percent
of retail sales of electricity with eligible renewable
generation and zero-carbon resources by 2045. The
bill further required all state agencies to plan for 100%
carbon free energy by 2045, which made entities that
receive water from the State Water Project nervous
since they have energy resources contracted beyond
2045. The bill was held on the Assembly floor and is
a two-year bill.
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SB 49- Energy/Environment – Oppose
SB 49 (Kevin de León, D-Los Angeles; Henry Stern,
D-Agoura Hills) would require California to enforce the
federal Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered
Species Act, and their implementing regulations
and policies as were in place on January 19, 2017. If
it was determined that the federal government had
weakened any of those laws, California agencies would
be required to adopt regulations, with extremely
limited public input, to be at least as stringent as what
was in place on January 19, 2017. Additionally, the bill
would create a private right of action in state law
for citizen enforcement of the Clean Air Act, Clean
Water Act and ESA if the citizen suit provisions were
removed from these federal laws or any of those laws
were “weakened.”  It remained in the Assembly Rules
Committee because it did not have the necessary
votes to pass, but will be eligible for another vote
when the Legislature returns in January.
AB 813 & AB 726- Energy - No Position
AB 813 and AB 726 (Holden) were two bills that
were “gutted and amended” in the last two weeks of
the session that intended to be vehicles to push the
Investor Owned Utilities to accelerate procurement of
renewables in order to take advantage of the expiring
federal tax credit and to incorporate the Governor’s
preferred approach to regionalization.   AB 813 and
AB 726 became essentially the same bills as the
end of session neared.  Ultimately, all energy entities
expressed strong opposition and both bills were held
in the Senate Energy Committee. .

DEFENDING ALMOND MILK
Following the introduction of legislation in February in the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives that
calls on the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to prohibit terms such as “almond milk” and “vegan
cheese” and urges the FDA to enforce standards of identity for “milk”, the Almond Alliance of California
issued a statement saying, “Legislative efforts to bar non-dairy companies from calling their products ‘milk’
are yet another example of regulatory overreach and overkill. Consumers are not confused by labels on plantbased beverages. Consumers are making a choice in the open marketplace when it comes to their health
preferences and needs. What it comes down to at the end of the day is a question of a consumer’s choice.
Consumers know what they are buying. It is readily apparent that almond milk consumers are increasingly
attracted to this product for a variety of reasons, such as the desire to consume more plant-based foods, or
the desire to reduce calories or sugar. The taste and creamy texture are also appealing qualities of almond
milk. Almond milk manufacturers are responding to that consumer demand. If the FDA forces plant-based
dairy alternative manufacturers to take words like milk and cheese off product labels, consumers will be even
more confused. The Almond Alliance supports efforts to open a dialogue between plant-based beverage
manufacturers and the FDA to discuss the existing standards of identity for ‘milk.’ Clarification of these
regulations would be in the best interest of the public.
The Alliance will continue to monitor the bill’s status in the next session of Congress.

ALMOND PAC RELATIONSHIP BUILDING
PAC Contributions: 2017 Overview
The Almond PACs, both State and Federal, are led by
an eight-member leadership committee who works
with our advocates to develop and implement a
budget strategy.
Bill Lyons, Mapes Ranch, Chairman
Dick Cunningham, Cunningham Ranch Inc.
Jeanne Grech, Campos Brothers
Mike Mason, Supreme Almonds of California
Todd Meyer, Western Nut Company
Dave Phippen, Travaille & Phippen
Melissa Poole, The Wonderful Company
Alicia Rockwell, Blue Diamond Growers
In 2017, to date, the Almond PAC contributed
$84,300 of fundraising efforts to 78 elected officials.
An additional $16,000 was allocated to 5 other PAC
and state caucus. Campaign expenditures for 2017
totaled $100,300. All contributions are made under
the advisement of the associations Government
Relations and California Almond Industry PAC
Committee.

Through our relationship building endeavors, the PAC
has been able to support a wide variety of legislative
allies, while also identifying promising candidates
who are dedicated and have an understanding of the
agricultural atmosphere in California.
Contribution decisions are bipartisan, strategic
and selective; we strive to target active committee
members, those in key leadership positions and
individuals who’ve identified themselves as invested
in the almond industry. Because of this promise, to
those who contribute to the Almond PAC; last year’s
contributions were disturbed between the Senate
and the Assembly as the committee saw fit.
In addition to managing the State PAC this year the
Almond Alliance is also sponsoring a Federal Almond
PAC for the first time. Establishing a Federal PAC was
part of the goals and tactics detailed in the strategic
plan to develop a more robust government affairs
program. This year the Federal PAC contributed
to House Agriculture Committee Chairman Mike
Conaway (R-TX) and Senator Feinstein (D-CA).

As the below chart illustrates $63,800 or 64% of
contributions were made to elected representatives
of the Democratic Party in both the Senate and
Assembly; while $20,500 or 20% of contributions
disbursed to members of the Republican Party.
$16,000 or 16% was contributed to other PAC’s
including Ag Council of CA, Blue Diamond Growers,
Moderate Caucus, Black Caucus, and AG Becerra.

Ahsley Hollis, Senator Feinstein (D-CA), and
Kelly Covello

It is more important than ever before to get legislators,
regardless of political affiliation, to understand
our mission and to engage in our industry. As the
largest crop in the State all industry members should
consider political action a cost of doing business.
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Kelly Covello and Representative Conway
(R-TX)

ALMOND PAC RELATIONSHIP BUILDING
During the tours both Assembly Members learned
about the almond industry. One area of interest to  
Asm. Grayson was technology that is used throughout
growing, hulling/shelling, and processing of almonds.
Another priority that we addressed with Asm.
Grayson was on exports; focusing on the importance
of the Oakland Port to our industry.

Federal contributions equaled $9,400.00 and State
contributions equaled $100,300.00. The majority of
our PAC dollars are currently spent at the State level
as almonds are grown and processed in California.

This year the Almond PAC contributed $52,200 to
the State Assembly members and $31,800 to State
Senators including both republicans and moderate
democrats.

Asm. Rubio was particularly interested in water
usage and availability and considers water a top
priority. Additionally, she advised that there is a
lot of work to do to educate her colleagues in the
Capitol as there are major misconceptions about ag.
Both Assembly Members were made aware of the
increasing concerns over lack of biomass alternatives
and were educated on efforts of industry members
facilitating new and pioneering contemporary
alternative options. Both were also impressed that
the almond industry recycles all our by-products and
produces three crops per drop of water used.

Asm Tim Grayson (D- Concord) visited
Mariani Nut Company

Almond Alliance Hosts Ag Tours Will Legislators
Almond Alliance continues to work on developing
relationships with moderate democrats. Tours are
one of the most valuable tools we use to educate
California’s urban legislators about who we are and
what we do.
Over the last year Assembly Members Tim Grayson
(D-Oakland) and Blanca Rubio (D-Bladwin Park)
each toured Mariani Nut Company, of Winters.

Gus Mariani discussing almond stockpiling
with Asm. Blanca Rubio (D-Baldwin Park)
Almond Alliance of California | almondalliance.org |
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LEGISLATURE

Asm. Cooper (D- Elk Grove) and Almond Alliance
president Kelly Covello

Asm. Adam Gray (D-Merced) with Almond PAC
Chairman Bill Lyons, Mapes Ranch, and Alliance
Vice Chairman Dick Cunningham, Cunningham
Ranch, Inc.

From left, Asm. Cecilia Aguiar Curry (D-Winters),
Asm. Ash Kalra (D- San Jose), Kelly Covello,
Asm. Blanca Rubio (D-Bladwin Park) and Anna
Caballero (D-Salinas)

From left: Asm. Jim Patterson (R-Fresno), Todd
Winslow, Rolling Hills Nut Company, Asm. Devon
Mathis (R-Visalia), Dick Cunningham, Cunningham
Ranch Inc., Asm Bigelow (R- Madera), Bob Hansen,
JKB Energy, and Guy Newman Der Manouel
Insurance Group.

Asm. Heath Flora (R-Modesto), Kelly Covello, and
Asm. Anna Caballero (D-Salinas)

Karli Quinn, California Grain & Feed Association,
Attorney General Xavier Becerra, and Kelly Covello
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FARM BILL ISSUES FOCUS OF ANNUAL ALMOND
INDUSTRY DELEGATION DC VISIT
The Almond Alliance participated once again in the
annual almond industry delegation visit to Washington
DC. The delegation included Alliance President Kelly
Covello, Almond Board of California (ABC) staff and
industry members.
Members included Holly King, Triple Crown Holdings,
LP; Martin Pohl, Hughson Nut, Inc.; Kent Stenderup,
Stenderup Ag Partners, Micah Zeff, Montpelier Nut
Company; Julie Adams, Gabriele Ludwig, and Richard
Waycott, ABC staff; and Kelly Covello, Almond
Alliance.

On the legislative side, this year we met with
Congressmen Jeff Denham (R-Modesto), Jim Costa
(D-Fresno) and David Valadao (R-Hanford). Both
Denham and Costa sit on the House Agriculture
Committee and Valadao is Vice Chair of the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture. All
three have a farming background and are friends
to agriculture for which we are extremely grateful.
We also met with staff from the House Agriculture
Committee and from Senators Dianne Feinstein and
Kamala Harris.
The delegation had a private meeting with USDA
Secretary Sonny Perdue. He was very interested in
learning about the almond industry, particularly the
importance of trade and the proactive investments
that are being make in innovative research and
building demand ahead of supply. Secretary Perdue’s
home state of Georgia also grows specialty crops
including peaches and pecans. We look forward to
working with the Secretary over the next few years.

The primary focus of all conversations was the 2018
Farm Bill. While the current Farm Bill runs through
September of 2018, legislators have already turned
their attention to writing the new bill. The California
Almond industry leverages many programs funded
by the current farm bill including grant programs
like the Specialty Crop Block Grants (SCBG), crop
insurance (83% of almond growers carry USDA
endorsed crop insurance), trade programs like the
Market Export Program (MAP), the Foreign Market
Development Program (FMD), and the Technical
Assistance for Specialty Crops program, as well as the
Conservation programs such as the Environmental
Quality Incentive Program (EQIP).
This is where the relationship between the
Alliance and ABC provides incredible benefits– the
ABC’s reputation for credible data and the trust/
professionalism they’ve engendered with DC
stakeholders is unparalleled. It cleared the way for
important conversations about how the almond
industry utilizes these programs, and the economic
impact on farm communities. The Alliance will be
working closely with ABC over the next year to
promote the industry’s interests to maintain or
increase funding for these programs. It is particularly
important as the President’ proposed 2018 budget
recommends eliminating the SCBG, MAP, and FMD
programs which would be very detrimental to the
California Almond industry. With the anticipated
25% increase in production over the next 3-5 years,
these trade programs are vital for expanding global
markets for this increased production..
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REPUTATION MANAGEMENT AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
The Almond Alliance strategically engages in Public
Relations activities. The Almond Board of California
(ABC) has a media relations team and program and
generally handles media inquiries and public relations.
However, all of the ABC’s communications have to be
approved by USDA which can delay response time
and dilute stronger messaging. The Almond Alliance
has the ability to be nimbler, take positions on issues
and use tones that the ABC cannot. We do, however,
coordinate messaging on issues to ensure that all
information in the public realm is consistent and
accurate.

Facebook
The Alliance expanded its social media presence
in 2017 when it launched its Facebook page. The
page can be found at https://www.facebook.
com/almondalliance/ The Almond Alliance online
community can keep up on the Alliance’s latest news
and information, in addition to sharing their views on
current topics.

Twitter
The Almond Alliance utilizes social media tools like
Twitter and Facebook to spread its key messages to
a wide audience of influencers. The Alliance follows
the Twitter feeds of every California State Assembly,
Senate members, and California Congressional
delegation members as well as key policy staff. To
keep tabs on what the media is reporting, the Alliance
also follows consumer media in the almond growing
region, as well as almond trade media.
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The Alliance Twitter handle is @almondalliance.
Follow us for the most up-to-date information on
Alliance activities as well as crucial state and federal
issues impacting the California almond industry.

Media Relations
The Almond Alliance directs a robust media relations
program, sending out press releases to consumer
media in the almond growing region as well as trade
media on
topics from the Farm Bill to opposing the State Water
Board’s unimpaired flows proposal. The Alliance
has earned media placements in a wide variety of
publications, helping to establish the association as
a credible and trusted source for news about the
California almond community.
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