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The Almond Alliance of California (formerly known as the Almond
Huller and Processors Association) was established in 1980 to serve
the almond industry in a capacity that isn’t available through any
other organization. The Almond Alliance is dedicated to educating
state and federal elected officials, policy makers and regulators
about the California almond community. As a membership-based
organization, our members include almond processors, hullers,
shellers, growers and allied businesses. Almonds are one of
California’s top three valued commodities, with a farmgate value of
$5.6 billion (CDFA 2017) and the state’s leading agriculture export. It
is important to note that 70% of growers of almonds are farming 100
acres or less and are primarily family owned and operated. California
produces 82% of global supply of almonds. California almonds
generate more than $21 billion in economic revenue and directly
contribute more than $11 billion to the state’s total economy.
California’s top agricultural export, almonds create approximately
104,000 jobs statewide, over 97,000 in the Central Valley, which
suffers from chronic unemployment.
The Almond Alliance of California is the only trade association fully
dedicated to advocating and protecting the almond industry.

Mission Statement:
The Almond Alliance of California is dedicated to innovative
leadership and advocacy, ensuring the sustainability and success
of the California almond community.

Vision Statement:

It is the vision of the Almond Alliance of California to be a
responsive, highly effective agriculture advocacy and policy
organization.

Board of Directors:

Mike Curry, Chairman, Johnson Farms
Billy Lyons, Vice- Chairman, Mapes Ranch L.P.
Dick Cunningham, Chief Financial Officer, Cunningham Ranch, Inc.
John Wynn, Secretary, Golden Empire Shelling, Inc.
Todd Meyer, Western Nut Company
Paul Parreira Jr., Parreira Almond Processing
Anthony Plaza, Salida Hulling Association
David Pohl, Pohl & Holmes Hulling
Dave Thiel, Cortez Grower Association
Diana Clark, Central Valley Almond Assoc.
Steve Koretoff, Purity Organics, Inc.

TELLING THE ALMOND STORY
WHY WE ADVOCATE

ASSEMBLYMEMBER
HEATH FLORA

The almond industry’s biggest focus
needs to be educating our industry peers
on the importance of being present in the
capitol, walking the halls and talking to
members. I know we are all busy with day
to day obligations but if we aren’t talking
to the 120 individuals that pass laws, if we
aren’t part of that narrative and building
relationships in the Capitol we will be on
the losing end. Being active at the state
house is incredibly important.

As farmers, it’s our assumption that people
understand our industry and frankly, in the
Capitol, they do not. It is our responsibility to
educate, educate, educate. I am delighted
that many of my colleagues, from urban
areas, are starting to understand the
importance of agriculture. They see our
challenges and opportunities, and they’ve
begun to realize our work is driven by
innovation. They’ve begun to realize that
farmers, as business-people and stewards of
the land we work, are really smart in what we
do.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER
CECILIA AGUIAR-CURRY
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT:
A successful advocacy organization relies on teamwork and collaboration. It takes all
of us working together to get to a good place for your business. I have been
incredibly proud to be part of the Almond Alliance team and have had the
opportunity to work with you.
Each year we are dealt a new set of challenges and each year we face them with new
strategies and tenacity. While our industry is diverse, we are definitely bound by the
commitment to succeed, educate and prevail in this everchanging political landscape.
The 2019 legislative session was one of the most bizarre and active we have seen in
recent years. Our advocacy team worked diligently and tirelessly to defend the
industry against bad legislation and promote logical and practical perspectives when
implementing federal and state regulatory changes.
The legislative results were more mixed than we would have liked but we are happy
to report some significant successes and mitigation of the most harmful regulations
under consideration.

THIS YEAR’S HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:
TRADE
The California almond industry is dependent on healthy, reliable international trade.
For the past year and a half, the agricultural industry has faced a trade environment
impacted by retaliatory tariffs in China, Japan, Turkey and most recently India. The
Almond Alliance worked hard to express our support for the U.S. – Canada – Mexico
(USMCA) agreement to improve the flow of ag commodities that are going to the
United States’ first and second largest export markets. We actively supported US
Trade Representatives’ trade negotiations with Japan to ensure that California
almonds had the same access to Japanese consumers as almonds coming from the
European Union and Australia. While trade negotiations with China continue and the
industry awaits the passing of the USMCA, we advocate for the Administration to
support the agriculture industry with its trade mitigation programs. The Almond
Alliance knows that almond farmers would rather have a market for their products
than a check from the government, but until there is a secure trade agreement with
China, the almond industry should have access to programs that all major US crops
have. Another result of our advocacy is a seat at the table. I am pleased to report my
appointment, by Secretary Perdue and U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer,
to the Agricultural Policy Advisory Committee for Trade (APAC).
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ALMOND FESTIVAL AT THE STATE CAPITOL
The Almond Alliance hosted the first “Almond Festival at the State Capitol” this year
in June. This important event showcased the economic benefits and environmental
stewardship of the California almond industry. The goal was for law and policy
makers to see, feel and understand all of the components and complexities of the
California almond industry, all the great things that come from almonds and the
importance of sustainability and innovation to the industry. We answered questions
about our industry, demonstrated the work we do pertaining to reuse of all coproducts and celebrated the value of almonds which are unique to California and
within the United States. There were booths representing almond processors and
growers featuring an assortment of almond products including almonds, almond
cookies, snacks, ice cream, almond milk and almond candy. We pointed out the
California almond industry generates approximately 104,000 jobs statewide, over
97,000 in the Central Valley, especially in areas that suffer from chronic
unemployment. The industry also generates more than $21 billion in economic
revenue and directly creates more than $11 billion to the size of the state’s total
economy. We received great feedback from our members and legislators that this
was a valuable day that helped advance our priority initiatives and improved the
image of the California almond industry.

LEGISLATION
It was hard to miss the drama related to numerous contentious bills. This year the
Almond Alliance collaborated to oppose legislation that would be harmful to our
industry and support measures that address challenges and opportunities. The
legislation of interest included water, packaging, independent operator status,
pesticides, pest management, food safety, labor, bee health, protecting the ports, and
ag equipment incentive programs. The Almond Alliance continues to advocate for
and defend programs that help in the advancement of our industry. The Advocacy
report provides a summary of these bills for your information and review.
There is so much more to report from the 2019 legislative session, so please explore
this summary for more details on the legislation, key policies and issues we worked on
this year.
As always, we appreciate your support and invite you to contact us for any questions,
comments or to discuss policy and legislation. Thank you for continuing to be part of
the Almond Alliance team.
Respectfully,

Elaine Trevino
President
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TRADE & TARIFFS

Federal
INDUSTRY IMPACTS

The Almond Alliance has been extremely active
in advocating, engaging and monitoring the
progress the Administration is making in its
trade negotiations with China, Japan, India,
Turkey, Canada and Mexico. We have
encouraged the Administration to seek an
outcome that resolves retaliatory tariffs and
allows for more almonds to be sold to China.
We have advocated for United States Trade
Representative to prioritize a trade agreement
with Japan. We have urged the Administration
to ameliorate tariff and non-tariff barriers
imposed by Japan on California shelled
almonds, in-shell almonds, and almond
products. We have also advocated for a swift
passage of the United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA) by Congress. We have
shown
considerable
support
for
the
Administration’s announcements to negotiate
new Free Trade Agreements with Japan,
European Union and the UK, including offering
recommendations and desired outcomes for
the agreements.
Here is a summary of our activities:
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CHINA
The Almond Alliance has closely followed the trade negotiations with China. Facing a
50% retaliatory tariff in China, the industry has experienced negative impacts from the
3rd largest export destination. On July 6, 2018, President Trump announced the
enactment of $50 billion in tariffs on Chinese products under the section 301
investigation. As a result of the U.S. enacting its tariffs, the Chinese Department of
Commerce reciprocated with its own list of $50 billion of tariffs against U.S. products. On
September 1, 2019 the retaliatory tariff went up to 60%. The Almond Alliance in
partnership with the Almond Board of California continues to inform USDA of the direct
impacts to the industry, which is used to determine the appropriate mitigation for the
industry.

INDIA
The Almond Alliance has communicated to the Administration the importance of the
Indian market as California’s almond industry critical export destination. This market
continues to grow, especially given the uncertain trade situation with China. The US in
June ended duty-free access for about $5.7 billion worth of Indian exports under its
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) program. India is the largest buyer of U.S.
almonds, paying $543 million for more than half of U.S. almond exports in 2018. The
Almond Alliance also communicated with the Ambassador of India, expressing our
appreciation of Indian consumers of almonds and the hope not to impose an increased
duty on Indian citizens. We continue to urge the Administration to finalize a trade deal
with India.

JAPAN
The Almond Alliance has advocated for USTR to prioritize a trade agreement with
Japan. We have urged the Administration to ameliorate tariff and non-tariff barriers
imposed by Japan on California shelled almonds, in-shell almonds, and almond products.
We are specifically asking that the United States-Japan Trade Agreement negotiations
be seen as an opportunity to not only to eliminate tariffs on almonds and almond
products, but to also get Japan’s commitment to address burdensome import testing
protocols which are not in line with international norms. In September of 2019, the United
States and Japan reached an agreement in which Japan will eliminate or lower tariffs for
certain US. Agricultural products including almonds.

UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA AGREEMENT
On September 30, 2018, the U.S., Mexico and Canada announced that they reached
agreement on an updated NAFTA trilateral agreement, referred to as the United StatesMexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA). This new agreement will return market certainty to
these export markets for soybean growers. USMCA will also give farmers access to a
robust and vital marketplace while providing countless jobs and boosting national and
rural economies. California almond exports to Canada and Mexico were almost 4% of
2017/18 total shipments, totaling over 80 million pounds. The Almond Alliance continues
to advocate for the ratification of USMCA by Congress.
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MARKET FACILITATION PROGRAM
The Almond Alliance worked to ensure that California almond growers received support
for farmers impacted by retaliatory tariffs and trade disruption in key export markets,
specifically China. California almonds are included in the $16 billion trade mitigation
package. During the first round of trade assistance, a significant number of California
almond growers applied for direct payments but many were limited due to the AGI
limitations that have changed due to the passage of the Disaster Relief Act of 2019. The
mitigation is based on the trade impacts in China, with almond exports down about 33%.
While direct payments are not the ideal solution, they will help assist those who have
been negatively impacted by the pricing effects resulting from the retaliatory tariffs and
allow them to continue to operate in these uncertain times.

USDA AGRICULTURAL POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
FOR TRADE APPOINTMENT
The Almond Alliance is proud to report that USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue and United
States Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer have appointed Almond Alliance
President Elaine Trevino to the USDA Agricultural Policy Advisory Committee for Trade.
The Agricultural Policy Advisory Committee provides advice and information to the
Secretary of Agriculture and the U.S. Trade Representative on the administration of
trade policy, including enforcement of existing trade agreements and negotiating
objectives for new trade agreements. Given the almond industry’s dependence on global
trade health, this position is an important one to ensure there is a continued strong
presence at the table for California almonds.

WATER
The Almond Alliance supported the bipartisan Drought Resiliency and Water Supply
Infrastructure Act (S. 1932), a bill to improve the nation’s water supply and drought
resiliency. As California continues to recover from a historic drought, the Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory now estimates that the Sierra snowpack, a primary source
of water for California, will decrease by 79 percent by the end of the century. The bill
extends funding under the WIIN Act for an additional five years and authorizes federal
funding for new storage, recycling and desalination projects; creates a loan program for
water supply projects; enhances forest restoration and other activities to benefit water
supply or quality; and takes additional steps to encourage water development.
The Almond Alliance supported HR 2473, authored by Congressman Josh Harder for
more funding to increase water storage, spur innovation in water technologies and make
long-overdue investments in the region’s aging water infrastructure. The legislation,
which had bipartisan support, will create cutting-edge programs to grow and sustain the
region’s water supply by improving storage capacity, supporting key new technological
innovations for drought resistance and groundwater management and establishing
responsible levels of federal funding to invest in water future.
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FOOD SAFETY MODERNIZATION ACT
FDA RESPONDS TO ALMOND ALLIANCE EFFORTS BY
ANNOUNCING ENFORCEMENT DISCRETION
Almond Alliance was vigilant in our efforts to work with U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) on minimizing the impact of the Food Safety Modernization Act
(FSMA) and the Produce Safety Rule (PSR) to the almond industry. The Almond
Alliance and the Almond Board of California provided fact-based data and comments
in support of the industry directly to the FDA. Advocating that the almond industry
has unique production circumstances and mandated protocol that reduces the
presence of foodborne pathogens and should qualify for an exemption.
On March 27, 2019, FDA issued a final guidance document stating the agency’s intent
to exercise enforcement discretion for the requirements of the Produce Safety Rule
as they apply to entities growing, harvesting, packing and holding almonds. This
means FDA does not intend to enforce requirements of the Produce Safety Rule for
farmers and producers of almonds, as FDA considers pursuing rulemaking. Keep in
mind this is in place while FDA “considers” rulemaking changes, which we will
advocate to result in permanent exemption for almonds in the future. While FDA and
California Department of Food and Agriculture are not actively enforcing the Produce
Safety Rule requirements within the almond industry, we continue to encourage
industry to always implement the best food safety practices.
FDA has indicated that they intend to address the unique situation, currently
implemented and enforced food safety procedures, of almonds through future
rulemaking. The Almond Alliance will continue to advocate and provide the needed
information to secure a permanent exemption.

MARKET ACCESS PROGRAM FUNDING
The Almond Alliance is part of a coalition to advocate for the Market Access Program
and its full funding as authorized under the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018.
Authorizing language in the Agricultural Trade and Facilitation Program provides
$255 million per year to fund the Market Access Program (MAP), the Foreign Market
Development (FMD) program, the Emerging Markets Program (EMP) and the
Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops (TASC) program. These programs are
tremendously successful and extremely cost-effective the programs are in helping to
maintain and expand U.S. agricultural exports, protect and create American jobs,
strengthen farm income and offset the considerable government-supported financial
resources afforded our international competitors. The Almond Alliance will continue
to advocate for these important funds that continue to open up new markets for
consumption of California almonds.
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EPA AND GLYPHOSATE
In September of 2019, the Almond Alliance actively advocated for almond growers to
submit comments to the Environmental Protection Agency on the decision to renew
the registration for Glyphosate, an important tool for weed control for almonds and
several other commodities. The Almond Alliance mobilized growers to submit
comments and express the importance of having glyphosate in the grower toolkit to
responsibility manage weeds and prevent economic crop losses. Due to our efforts,
the Almond Alliance provided over 30 letters on the need to keep glyphosate as a
management tool for almonds.

BEES
When USDA announced that they would no longer be publishing the annual Honey
Bee Colonies Report due to funding constraints, the Almond Alliance worked with
members of the California delegation and made several calls to express concern. We
clearly expressed that the production of the majority of California almonds is directly
dependent on pollination by honey bees. For the last three years – on an annual basis
– more than 1.9 million honey bee hives made the journey to California from across the
U.S. to pollinate almonds. The health and condition of honey bee colonies in states
other than California is directly linked to the success of California almond growers.
There is relevant data going back to the ‘40s on this. This has been the leading data
on hives and honey value. In recent years the survey has been expanded to include
additional economic factors such as income from pollination services, costs of honey
bee hive maintenance over the year, etc. This key data is needed to understand the
economic issues bee keepers face, both in terms of the costs to have hives as well as
their income sources of honey and pollination services. We expressed that the loss of
data would impact our industry’s knowledge and be harder to know what is going on
with the bee keeping industry in terms of number of hives for almond growers,
California bee keepers and bee brokers.
Thankfully, after collaborative advocacy
efforts, USDA informed that they will be
reinstating the survey. The Almond
Alliance will continue to monitor the issue
and express the importance of this survey
for our industry.
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Federal
Outreach
DEVELOPING KEY RELATIONSHIPS

Congressman Levin, Elaine Trevino (Almond Alliance),
Congressman Harder, Alicia Rockwell (Blue Diamond Growers)

USDA's Under Secretary Greg Ibach speaking at Almond
Alliance's 38th Annual Convention in Napa, California.

USDA Town Hall: Congressman Harder, Congressman Costa, USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue, Congressman Cox, Congressman La Malfa

Doug Bentz, Blue Diamond Grower & Mayo & Robyn Ryan with
Congressman La Malfa in Chico.

Congressman Harder Round Table with Almond Alliance,
Stanislaus County Farm Bureau and Turlock, Modesto
and Oakdale water districts.
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State
AROUND THE CAPITOL

The Almond Alliance follows hundreds of
bills each year. The following pieces of
legislation are priority bills impacting the
almond industry that the Almond Alliance
has actively engaged and followed for
the 2019 legislative session. Water
continues to be a priority for every farm
in California. In addition, pesticides are
coming under additional scrutiny by the
legislature and the administration and
food packaging has become a critical
issue
for
the
entire
retail
food
chain. There were major changes in labor
law due to the Dynamex Court decision
and we actively engaged the legislation
to clarify that decision. We continue to
work diligently to represent the almond
industry effectively and aggressively in
the state capitol.

STATE LEGISLATION
PESTICIDES
AB 468 (Muratsuchi) Pesticides: school
sites: glyphosate. This bill prohibits the
use of glyphosate on the outdoor spaces
or playgrounds of school sites. This was
the first bill on the topic of glyphosate
which was held by the Assembly
Education Committee.
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AB
916
(Muratsuchi)
Pesticides:
Glyphosate Ban. This bill would prohibit
local governments and special districts
from using any pesticide that contains
the active ingredient glyphosate until
January 1, 2025. This was the second bill
by this author on the topic of glyphosate
this year. This bill was second house gutand-amend and was held in the Senate
Agriculture Committee.

SB 86 (Durazo) Public health: pesticide:
chlorpyrifos. This bill prohibits the use of
a pesticide that contains the active
ingredient chlorpyrifos, commencing
June 1, 2021, and makes legislative
findings about child development, the
health risks to children as a result of
chlorpyrifos exposure. This was the
second bill by this author on the topic of
chlorpyrifos this year. This bill was
second house gut-and-amend and was
held in the Assembly Environmental
Safety and Toxic Materials Committee.

SB 458 (Durazo) Public health: pesticide:
chlorpyrifos. This bill outlaws the use of
pesticides containing chlorpyrifos in
California, until the director of the
Department of Pesticide Regulation
issues control measures which are
determined to be protective of children’s
neuro development. This was the first
bill on the topic of chlorpyrifos this year.
This
bill
died
in
the
Senate
Appropriations Committee.

LABOR
AB 5 (Gonzalez) Worker status: employees and independent contractors. This bill
Codifies the decision of the California Supreme Court in Dynamex Operations West,
Inc. v. Superior Court of Los Angeles (2018) that presumes a worker is an employee
unless a hiring entity satisfies a three-factor test, and exempts from the test certain
insurance agents, certain licensed health care professionals, registered securities
broker-dealers or investment advisers, a direct sales salesperson, real estate licensees,
workers providing hair styling or barbering services, and those performing work under
a contract for professional services. This bill was signed by the Governor. (Chapter
296, Statues of 2019) Position: Oppose

BYPRODUCTS/BIOMASS/ENERGY
AB
657
(Eggman)
Agriculture:
commercial feed. This bill extends the
sunset date for commercial feed
licensure and inspection tonnage tax
from January 1, 2020 to January 1, 2025.
The bill also increases the maximum rate
of the tonnage tax from $0.15 to $0.25
per ton of commercial feed sold. The
funding is used for education and
research regarding the safe handling of
commercial feed. This bill was signed by
the Governor. (Chapter 306, Statues of
2019) Position: Neutral

SB 288 (Weiner) Electricity: selfgeneration and storage. This bill creates
a “Solar Bill of Rights,” to protect the
right of consumers to generate and
store their own clean energy on-site,
without
interference
from
utility
companies.
The
Almond
Alliance
supported this measure, however, the
bill was “gutted-and-amended” by the
author into an elections bill. Position:
Support
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TRANSPORTATION
AB 1191 (Bonta) City of Oakland: Howard Terminal property: Oakland Waterfront
Sports and Mixed-Use Project, Waterfront Access, Environmental Justice, and
Revitalization Act. This bill authorizes the State Lands Commission (SLC) to approve
an exchange at the Howard Terminal Property, approve a Ballpark and Public Lands
Development (Development) on the final trust lands under, and places specified
requirements on the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
(BCDC) regarding the Seaport Plan and permitting of the Development. This bill was
signed by the Governor. (Chapter 300, Statues of 2019) Position: Oppose
AB 1135 (Eggman) Agricultural vehicles:
beekeeping. This bill creates a specific
exemption to the Basic Inspection for
Terminals (BIT) Program for commercial
beekeeping vehicles by including them
in the agricultural vehicle definition. This
bill was held in the Assembly
Transportation Committee and is a twoyear bill. Position: Support

SB 216 (Galgiani) Carl Moyer Memorial
Air Quality Standards Attainment
Program:
used
heavy-duty
truck
exchange. This bill Includes a heavyduty truck exchange as an eligible
project for funding under the Carl
Moyer Program. This bill died in the
Assembly Appropriations Committee.
Position: Support

AB 450 (Arambula) Bees: Apiary Protection Act. This is a cleanup bill that would
require a 72-hour notice requirement to a county agriculture commissioner when an
apiary is moved within the same county. This bill will provide consistency with the 72hour notice currently required in law when an apiary is moved to another county
established in AB 2468 (Arambula, 2018). This bill was signed by the Governor.
(Chapter 300, Statues of 2019) Position: Support

FOOD PACKAGING/FOOD SAFETY
AB 1080 (Gonzalez)/SB 54 (Allen) Solid
waste: packaging and products. This bill
enacts the California Circular Economy
and Plastic Pollution Reduction Act to
achieve a 75% reduction in single-use
packaging
and
priority
single-use
products by 2030. The bill would also
require all single-use packaging and
single-use products to be compostable or
recyclable by 2030. The identical bills
stalled on both floors and have been
made two-year bills. Position: Oppose
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SB 347 (Monning) Sugar Sweetened
Beverages. This bill would create labeling
law that would mandate warning labels
on beverages with sugar sold in the State
of California, as well as in retail spaces
where beverages are sold in unsealed
containers.
The
Almond
Alliance
advocates were able to have “almond
milk” removed out of the legislation and
we were able to move to a neutral
position. The bill still faced many
problems and was held by the Assembly
Health Committee. Position: Neutral

ENVIRONMENT/WATER
SB 1 (Atkins) California Environmental,
Public Health, and Workers Defense Act
of 2019. This bill makes current federal
clean air, climate, clean water, worker
safety,
and
endangered
species
standards enforceable under state law,
even if the federal government rolls back
and
weakens
those
standards.
Additionally, the bill directs state
environmental, public health, and worker
safety agencies to take all actions within
their authorities to ensure standards in
effect and being enforced as of January
19, 2017 remain in effect. This bill was
vetoed by Governor Newsom. Position:
Oppose

SB 62 (Dodd) Endangered species:
accidental take associated with routine
and ongoing agricultural activities: state
safe harbor agreements. This bill extends
the sunset of the accidental take
provision in the California Endangered
Species Act (CESA) until January 1, 2024
and additionally requires that and
owners who use this provision report the
take to the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife (CDFW) within 10 days. The
bill also permanently removes the sunset
on the safe harbor provision in CESA.
This bill was signed by the Governor.
(Chapter 137, Statues of 2019). Position:
Support

SB 200 (Monning) Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund. This bill creates the Safe
and Affordable Drinking Water Fund to help water systems provide an adequate and
affordable supply of safe drinking water in both the near and long-term. The bill also
requires the State Water Resources Control Board to develop an expenditure plan
and provide funding according to that expenditure plan to identify failing water
systems. Additionally, the bill specifies that five percent of the GGRF is continuously
appropriated beginning 2020 with an annual cap of $130 million. The General Fund
will act as a backstop in the event that the Safe Drinking Water Fund falls short. The
funding will sunset in 2030. This bill was signed by the Governor (Chapter 120,
Statues of 2019) Position: Support

GENERAL AG
AB 417 (Arambula) Agriculture and Rural Prosperity Act. This bill would create a
position at the Department of Food and Agriculture to identify opportunities to
attract and retain business in rural economies dependent upon agriculture and
conduct comprehensive studies on the state’s agricultural industry. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor. Position: Support
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Key
Issues
RANGE OF ISSUES THAT
IMPACT CALIFONRIANS

The Almond Alliance engages on
several issues on behalf of the almond
industry and provides a comprehensive
government relations program. Here is
an
overview
of
our
statewide
government relations efforts for 2019.

WATER
The California almond industry is keenly aware of the importance of water in terms of
demand, supply, quality, availability and perception. Almond growers’ improvements
in water-use efficiency have continually increased the amount of “crop per drop” we
produce. At the same time, the state’s growing population and tightening
environmental regulations have placed greater stress on the state’s existing water
supply. The Almond Alliance continues to advocate for expansion of water supply,
water quality and innovation in water efficiencies while protecting water rights.
Multiple decisions in 2019 impacted water needs in California.
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SAFE DRINKING WATER
Through the budget and legislation, Governor Newsom and the legislature took steps
to begin addressing safe drinking water. The approved 2019-20 state budget
provides $130 million to begin implementation of the state’s Safe and Affordable
Drinking Water Program while SB 200 (Monning) requires the State Water Resources
Control Board to identify failing water systems and fund solutions to provide safe and
affordable drinking water to the public. The Almond Alliance, along with other
agriculture stakeholders, participated in the discussions surrounding the clean
drinking water program’s scope and funding. While the final outcome is not perfect,
the Almond Alliance is pleased to finally see a program that advances the cause of
clean drinking water.

SENATE BILL 1 (ATKINS)
In an effort to prevent “backsliding” of federal air, endangered species and water
standards in place prior to President Donald Trump taking office – SB 1 was
introduced. Throughout the legislative session, the Almond Alliance worked to
negotiate a reasonable approach to the bill’s goal but in the last weeks of session –
significant amendments were added to the bill that posed risk to the operation of the
state’s federal water projects and in-motion voluntary flow agreement talks. We
worked with many other agricultural organizations to advocate for critical
amendments to SB 1. U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-California) and four Democrat
members of the House of Representatives weighed-in to support the amendments to
address issues related to voluntary water agreements and provisions applying to the
California Endangered Species Act and management of the federal Central Valley
Project. The measure passed the Senate – without our amendments - despite strong
opposition, but Gov. Newsom vetoed the bill recognizing the challenges that the bill
presented and the limits to the state’s ability to rely upon the best available science
to protect our environment.

CAP AND TRADE/BUDGET
With a new administration at the helm, this year’s total “Cap-and-Trade” allocation
was $1.387 billion from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF). The agriculture
community received $127 split between the following programs: Agricultural Diesel
Engine Replacement & Upgrades ($65 million), Healthy Soils ($28 million), and
Methane Reduction ($34 million).
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PROPOSITION 65
Acrylamide is a naturally-forming substance that results from the baking or roasting
food – for example roasting almonds. Unfortunately, acrylamide is also on OEHHA’s
list of chemicals known to cause cancer. The Almond Alliance is part of a coalition of
chocolate, nut producers, confectioners, retailers, related trade associations, and
health advocates addressing concerns regarding OEHHA’s listing of acrylamide and
the risk of claims being filed alleging that cancer warnings are inadequate for
acrylamide in food products made with, or primarily derived from, nuts and
cocoa/chocolate. The Almond Alliance will continue to work with the coalition to
communicate the developments on the application of Proposition 65 to the food
industry. We will continue to monitor the case and any other Proposition 65 litigation
and regulation as they relate to the Almond Alliance members.

PESTICIDES
The Almond Alliance worked in 2019 on protecting multiple pest management tools in
the almond industry’s tool box.

24 C OF THE FEDERAL INSECTICIDE, FUNGICIDE AND
RODENTICIDE ACT (FIFRA)
Earlier this year, the California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) declined the
Almond Alliance’s request to provide approval of aerial application of key fungicides
over flooded orchards during bloom. Rather than provide their own approval, DPR
now requires the individual product label to allow application over flooded fields.
After many meetings with DPR about almonds specifically, the Alliance assembled
multiple commodities impacted by DPR’s decision. We led multiple cross-commodity
discussions to identify the most important active ingredients and products to meet
our collective priorities and provide those to the manufacturers and DPR. We have
taken the step to move our priorities forward to our manufacturer partners for
Section 24(c) Special Local Need label changes and continue to work with DPR to
ensure a speedy solution so that next year – if we have storms and flooding during
bloom - growers are not faced with a situation where they have no tools in the
toolbox to use. The Almond Alliance and our agricultural trade association partners
have a lot of work to do in educating regulators about what the industry is doing,
best practices and ensuring that we have sufficient resources not to just research
viable alternatives but to take them to implementation.
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CHLORPYRIFOS
We are all aware of the multi-year attack on the use of Chlorpyrifos in California
agriculture. Over the last two years, California environmental regulators have
subjected chlorpyrifos to an ongoing regulatory process to determine if chlorpyrifos
is "a toxic air contaminant" according to the State of California’s standards. In fall
2018, DPR made preliminary designation that the chemical was a toxic air
contaminant and recommended immediate adoption of significant restricted-use
permit requirements; a final official designation was made in early 2019.
Despite
DPR’s new restricted-use permit requirements, the Governor and his CalEPA
Secretary initiated administrative cancellation of the state’s registration which would
ban the sale and use of chlorpyrifos in early 2020. A recent development has
sidelined the State’s cancellation process under an agreement reached with Corteva
Agriscience where the sales of the pesticide will end Feb. 6, 2020, with agricultural
use allowed through Dec. 31, 2020; possession and use will then be totally prohibited.
The Almond Alliance was engaged in this process and will work to protect other pest
management tools that are being targeted for cancellation.

GLYPHOSATE
During the summer 2017, glyphosate was added to the list of Proposition 65
chemicals known to cause cancer. The listing by the Office of Environmental Health
Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) adopts a position that’s contrary to the USEPA who has
determined the chemical does not cause cancer. OEHHA’s listing was challenged by
a federal lawsuit that asked for declaratory and injunctive relief. A key argument in
the lawsuit highlighted the conflicting OEHHA and USEPA carcinogenicity positions
by arguing that the California listing violates First Amendment protections because it
requires a business to make a misleading warning, namely, that glyphosate causes
cancer. On February 26, 2018, a federal judge in the Eastern District of California
issued a preliminary injunction barring California from enforcing Proposition 65’s
warning requirement for glyphosate while the case continues in court. In issuing the
injunction, the court found that plaintiffs established that they are likely to prevail on
their First Amendment claim. Litigation in that case is continuing and the injunction
remains in place at this time, meaning that OEHHA cannot presently enforce
Proposition 65’s warning requirements for glyphosate. On August 8, 2019, the USEPA
issued a press release stating that USEPA will no longer approve pesticide product
labels claiming glyphosate is known to cause cancer. On August 12, 2019, OEHHA
responded issuing its own statement objecting to USEPA’s characterization of
glyphosate’s carcinogenicity as a “false claim” and accusing the USEPA of being
disrespectful of scientific process in dismissing any warning based on IARC’s
determinations. We will be sure to bring you updates as they develop.
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BEES
OPPOSING THE LISTING OF BUMBLE BEES UNDER THE
CALIFORNIA ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
The Almond Alliance, in collaboration with other agricultural groups, has filed suit
challenging a California Fish and Game Commission decision to declare four native
bumble bees as candidate “endangered” species under the California Endangered
Species Act (CESA). This is problematic to the almond industry on multiple fronts.
When a species becomes a candidate, it is given the full protections of CESA and take
without a permit or other authorization is prohibited and carries large punitive
penalties. The Commission based its decision to grant all four bumble bees candidate
status even though “insects” are not listed in the law as eligible for protection. Their
argument is that since “fish” are eligible for CESA protection by law and that some
animals defined as “fish” are invertebrates – that bumble bees are eligible for CESA
protection because they’re invertebrates; the ole fish = bumble bee argument. Our
claim is that insects are not eligible for listing under CESA and we are asking the court
to clarify that bumble bees are not fish, and therefore cannot be listed under CESA.
This effort is very important because the collaboration is petitioning for changes to a
number of agricultural activities to protect the bumble bees. They want:
Grazing reduced, which could lead to increased wildfire risk;
Pesticide and herbicide use restricted;
Limits honeybee hives placement, which will reduce the available food for
honeybees; and,
Restrictions placed on the use of bumble bees for commercial pollination.
The Almond Alliance will continue our active engagement and investment in this
issue.

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION
State budget included $300 for Career Technical Education (CTE) education in
California. The final deal provides $150 million for the Career Technology Incentive
Grant and provides $150 million to the workforce development program run through
the Community Colleges Chancellors Office under the Strong Workforce Initiative.
The Alliance continues to supports the ongoing funding of CTE in California.
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BIOMASS AND CO-PRODUCTS
The Almond Alliance has continued to advocate for research and alternative uses for
almond biomass (sticks, orchard removals, etc.), hulls and shells. With our continued
annual crop production increases, finding alternative uses is a priority for the Almond
Alliance and Almond Board of California. While there are multiple avenues being
researched for almond hull and shells alternative uses, including marketable new uses,
exports and orchard reuse, the Almond Alliance continues to be focused on adding
value to almond hulls as feed and helping identify funding for almond co-product
uses.

ALMOND HULL STANDARDS
The Almond Alliance is working on increased end uses for almond hulls- specifically
feed for animals including dairy cows, goats and sheep both domestically and
internationally. We know that the dairy industry cannot absorb California’s growing
almond bearing acreage given that the dairy industry is contracting. With this
challenge in front of us, we will be much more aggressive about marketing the
nutritional feed value of almond hulls to our existing marketplace, i.e. the dairy
industry and potential domestic and international livestock markets. We are doing
this in conjunction with our membership and the Almond Board of California. Here
are a few of our many proactive steps on the issue:

Working Group A working group was formed including hullers, animal nutritionists,
the feed industry, private commercial feed laboratories and other
interested parties to work collaboratively on identifying the
appropriate characteristic(s) to make a recommendation on a new
California regulatory feed standard for hulls.
Best Feed
Characteristic
Identified

The working group previously identified “acid detergent fiber”
(ADF) as the most appropriate characteristic for the marketing of
almond hulls to the dairy industry. In addition, they recommended
that moisture and ash standards should be maintained.

ADF vs. Neutral The working group’s identification of ADF as the basis for a
Detergent Fiber potential new California feed standard led multiple commercial
feed laboratories to intensify testing of almond hulls using ADF
(NDF)
methodology. Research determined that pectin in hulls caused
erroneous results in ADF analysis. Further work determined that
Neutral Detergent Fiber (NDF) would be a more suitable and stable
standard. Since nutritionists currently utilize NDF in their utilization
of feed values, it was determined by the work group that NDF was
the preferred method.
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Annual Hull
Survey

A major component in the effort to establish a new standard has
been an annual survey of the feed characteristics of hulls from the
current year’s harvest. The goal of the annual survey is to bridge an
important data gap by providing a snapshot of the feed
characteristics of that year’s crop and to “fingerprint” the
characteristics of what hullers can commercially produce (e.g. 100%
prime hulls, hull blends, and the same with various levels of
shell/stick). The cumulative dataset would then be used to assess
how various ADF standard approaches would overlay on real yearto-year hull testing results. Unfortunately, NDF has not been a
characteristic that was tested for in previous crop year surveys.

Hull Survey

The Almond Alliance will be reinstating the annual hull survey
utilizing the “Almond Hull Quality Assurance Plan” collection
process. We will be collecting 100 samples of three quality
categories across three regions. A statewide map of all sample
regions, varietals and results will be provided to our membership
including analysis of any new trends or findings.

State
Outreach
DEVELOPING KEY RELATIONSHIPS

Congressman Cox, CDFA Secretary Karen Ross and Elaine Trevino

Farm Tour: Senator Stern, Senator Glazer, Don Cameron ,
Pres. CA. State Board of Food & Ag, Senator Hurtado
& Senator Archuleta

Asm. Gray, Asm. Aguiar-Curry, Asm. Rubio, Lt- Gov Kounalakis, Senator Rubio, Asm. Flora,
Elaine Trevino & Ag Liaison to Gov. Newsom, Bill Lyons

Legislative Panel , hosted by Almond Alliance,
at the 2018 Almond Conference

Ag Liaison Bill Lyons and almond growers Lauren and Leo
LaGrande at an Almond Alliance mixer in Chico, California.
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Association
Activity
ALMOND ALLIANCE IN ACTION
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ALMOND FESTIVAL AT THE
STATE CAPITOL
The Almond Alliance of California hosted the Almond Festival at the State Capitol on
Wednesday, June 12, 2019. This event brought awareness and visibility of the
California almond industry to our State Senators, Assemblymembers and their staff.
The Almond Festival at the State Capitol provided the perfect opportunity for
industry to come together and we were about to showcase the work we do and have
personal conversations with those that pass and enforce state laws and regulations.
The Almond Festival was a success in that we told our almond story, built new and
strengthened existing relationships with legislators while advocating for our industry
at the State Capitol.
We were honored to have numerous elected officials join us at the festival. Thank
you- Secretary Karen Ross, Assemblymember Flora, Assemblymember Cooper,
Assemblymember Mathis, Assemblymember Talamantes Eggman, Assemblymember
Aguiar-Curry, Assemblymember Patterson, Assemblymember Friedman, Senator
Bradford, Senator Wilk, and Assemblymember Choi.
The date is set for the 2020 Almond Festival at the State Capitol, join us on May 12,
2020! For more information or to participate contact us directly at
staff@almondalliance.org
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ALMOND CHAMPION OF THE YEAR
On October 25, 2018, the Almond PAC
hosted its 4th Annual Modesto fundraiser.
During this event the Almond Alliance
presented our first ever Almond Champion
of the Year Award to Assemblymember
Adam Gray (D-Merced), for his tenacious
work in organizing the rally “Stop the
Water Grab” at the state capitol to bring
together the entire central valley to
oppose the SWRCB proposal. Asm. Gray
has always been a champion of his
constituents and the central valley.

HOLIDAY SOIREE
Almond Alliance hosted our first annual “Holiday Soiree” to kick off the 2018 Almond
Conference and celebrate California’s newly elected officials on “swearing in “day the
at The Citizen Hotel in Sacramento. This evening was greatly attended by both leaders
in our industry as well as bi-partisan legislators from
across the state. In attendance were legislators from
every part of the state, in areas urban, suburban and
rural. Lt. Governor Eleni Koulanakis, whose family
holds agricultural interests in the Sacramento Valley,
spoke to the group about the importance of their
investment and bi-partisan collegiality.

ALMOND MOVERS & SHAKERS
On June 11, 2019 four of California's elected officials battled it out to be named the
2019 Almond Mover & Shaker. The competition was fierce between
Assemblymember's Flora, Cooper, Burke and Fong. Our legislators gave it their all,
but in the end, there can only be one winner. Congratulations Assemblymember Jim
Cooper on a stellar performance and being crowned the 2019 Almond Mover &
Shaker!
We are very grateful for our almond industry
members who served as judges for the event;
Brian Wahlbrink, Sperry Farms, Christine
Gemperle, Gemperle Orchards, Mayo Ryan, North
State Hulling, Jeannine Campos Grech, Campos
Brothers Farms, and Steve Van Duyn, Van Duyn
Family Farms and thank you to our MC for the
evening David Pohl, Pohl & Holmes, Inc.

26

TRAINING PROGRAMS
Over the 2019 calendar year the Almond Alliance has hosted 18 workshops and
trainings to assist our members with new laws and regulations. These programs are
designed to provide our membership with critical and timely information to support
the success of their operations. The areas of focus include: labor law, OSHA
compliance, food safety, forklift training, fumigation, market facilitation program and
more. Starting in 2020 Almond Alliance will be providing additional expanded
trainings on food safety and good agricultural practices. We work with many industry
partners, including Terpstra Henderson legal group, Western Growers, Almond Board
of California, and the US Farm Service Agency, to provide our membership expertise
in areas of importance and the resources and materials from the specific subject
matter expert. We encourage our members to reach out to the Almond Alliance with
any desired trainings for the 2020 year that are not currently provided. Please
contact ahollis@almondalliance.org for more details.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Membership Directory
Fire & Emergency Handbook
Good Manufacturing Practices Manuel
Human Resource Customization Template (Discounted Rate)
ICE Poster
FSMA Matrix
Kernal Return Notice
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