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The Almond Alliance of California (Almond Alliance) is a trusted nonprofit organization dedicated to advocating on behalf of the
California almond community. California almonds generate more
than $21 billion in economic revenue and directly contribute more
than $11 billion to the state’s total economy. California’s top
agricultural export, almonds create approximately 104,000 jobs
statewide, over 97,000 in the Central Valley, which suffers from high
unemployment. The Almond Alliance is dedicated to educating state
legislators, policy makers and regulatory officials about the California
almond community. As a membership-based organization, our
members include almond processors, hullers/shellers, growers and
allied businesses. Through workshops, newsletters, conferences,
social media and personal meetings, the Almond Alliance works to
raise awareness, knowledge and provide a better understanding
about the scope, size, value and sustainability of the California
almond community.
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The Almond Alliance of California is dedicated to innovative
leadership and advocacy, ensuring the sustainability and success of
the California almond community.

Mike Curry, Chairman, Johnson Farms
John Wynn, Vice Chairman, Golden Empire Shelling, LLC
Dick Cunningham, CFO, Cunningham Ranch, Inc.
Steve Koretoff, Secretary, Purity Organics, Inc.
David Pohl, Pohl & Holmes Hulling
Katie Staack-Dorsett, Grizzly Nut, LLC
Todd Meyer, Bear Republic Nut Company
Alec Pacini, JSS Almonds
Anthony Plaza, Salida Hulling Association
David Thiel, Cortez Grower Association

THE 2020 ADVOCACY REPORT IS DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF DIANA CLARK
THE ALMOND INDUSTRY IS STRONGER AND BETTER BECAUSE OF HER WORK
AND WE ARE COMMITTED TO CONTINUING HER LEGACY.
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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS
Adapting to a New Type of Advocacy During a National Pandemic
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, we all have had to adapt to a new way of doing business. Traditional advocacy as
we knew it was at a standstill and the Almond Alliance team quickly adapted to a new way of doing business. Now it’s
nothing new to jump on a Zoom meeting with our elected and appointed officials. Regular contact, relationships,
efficiency and telling the almond industry story are essential tools in our efforts to serve our membership and the
California almond community during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Almond Alliance team has worked day in and day out to provide our members the latest information, guidance,
recommendations, resources and economic relief. Over the last nine months we have worked tirelessly to make sure
you - essential infrastructure - had the information and answers you needed to make the best decisions for your
operations during the everchanging environment of COVID-19.
One of the Almond Alliance’s top priorities this year is ensuring our members have resources available to implement
the most efficient COVID-19 employee protection best practices, help overcome the impacts of supply chain
disruption and the drop in almond pricing. We have been active in federal, state and local COVID-19 legislative
response packages and guidance implementation.
In terms of the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) and the Health, Economic Assistance,
Liability Protection and Schools (HEALS), we have advocated for financial resources for our industry and additional
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and Personal Protection Equipment (PPE). We worked with both Republicans
and Democrats to ensure they understood the almond industry position. The bulk of our legislative work this year was
focused on COVID-19 response, relief and appropriation of federal and state funding.

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act was passed by Congress with bipartisan support
and signed into law by the President on March 27, 2020. The $2 trillion economic relief package provided economic
assistance due to damages caused by COVID-19. For our industry we advocated for relief through PPP and the
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP). While there were challenges in the initial roll-out, we worked with
coalitions to attempt to overcome these challenges and get resources to our members. PPP was used by many in our
industry and we helped them navigate through the process.

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP)
The Almond Alliance fought for almonds to be included in CFAP. CFAP consists of direct payments to almond
growers for losses suffered as a result of COVID-19 and disruptions to the supply chain. We advocated for more
funding in CFAP 2 to assist with pricing damages. To date our industry has received approximately $125 million
dollars from CFAP 1 and are actively applying for CFAP 2 resources. Our advocacy efforts to have almonds included
in this program is one of many industry successes in 2020.
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Section 32 Buy for Almonds
The Almond Alliance worked tirelessly to get funding
from the U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to buy
almonds and help get pounds off the market in hopes of
driving up the price. The USDA issued a solicitation to
purchase $40 million dollars’ worth of almonds for food
banks and nutrition centers before September 30, 2020.
Almond raw bulk market prices continue to see declines
since the onset of COVID-19 and the industry
anticipates a record crop for 2020. Our goal is to see
the initial solicitation fulfilled and seek additional
Section 32 funds.

Trade
The two largest import markets, India and China,
purchase approximately 28% of exported almonds.
China has slipped from the almond industry’s third
export destination to fourth. Australia has significantly
shifted their focus from India to China in the wake of U.S.
and China challenges. In FY 16/17, their #1 export
market was India and China was a minor destination.
Two years later with a 0% tariff under their FTA and a
55% retaliatory tariff on California almonds, China has
become Australia’s #1 export destination.
Like China, India experienced significant COVID- 19
related congestion at their ports, which created supply
chain disruptions that reverberated around the globe.
Logistical issues posed great challenges to the
California almond industry. As the global economy
recovers, we are hopeful almond prices will increase
and allow the industry to remain profitable.

Bumble Bees
In collaboration with other agricultural groups, we filed
suit against California Fish and Game Commission
(Commission) in response to a vote to grant candidacy
status to four subspecies of bumble bees under the
California Endangered Species Act. The outcome from
the Commission is problematic to the almond industry
on multiple fronts. Thankfully, the Sacramento superior
court recently ruled that insects are not eligible for
listing under the California Endangered Species Act.
The superior court agreed with our coalition based on
straightforward principles of statutory interpretation.
The Almond Alliance continues to work in collaboration
and be actively engaged in this issue.
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USDA Export of Whole
Almond Hulls Grant
The Almond Alliance applied for USDA export program
funding for “Establishing New Export Markets in Asia for
Whole Almond Hulls.” This will focus on promoting
nutritional and feed efficiency for the international dairy
industry. The Almond Alliance was awarded funding
over two years to assist with the export of whole almond
hulls to Asia. Our proposal includes the following:
Classify whole almond hulls as a feed commodity by
importing country’s Ministries of Agriculture.
Facilitate the creation of correct HS Codes by
importing country.
Address and resolve confusion regarding
application of phytosanitary protocols by importing
country’s customs authorities.
For this commodity to be exported in volume and
become a dairy feed staple in the primary target markets
in Asia, we must overcome the fundamental barriers of
the lack of phytosanitary protocols, enumeration of
chemical residues, objects of quarantine for imported
whole almond hulls and inclusion on allowable feed
listings. Our program will address and fund research,
education and registration of whole almond hulls as a
dairy feed with Ministries of Agriculture, customs and
quarantine administrations in target export markets.

Proposition 65
The Almond Alliance has led a coalition of chocolate
and nut producers to address recent developments
regarding Proposition 65 and the prospect of claims
being filed alleging that cancer warnings are required
for acrylamide in products made with, or primarily
derived from, nuts and cocoa/chocolate. This
development portends to make a mockery of
Proposition 65 and adversely affect public health. We
requested the Office of Environmental Health Hazard
Assessment (OEHHA) correct the situation and prevent
the ongoing abuse by attorneys and their clients for
hire. In partnership with our coalition, stakeholders and
the Almond Board of California, comments were
submitted, indicating that OEHHA’s proposal provides
only limited applicability for the almond industry. We
will continue to meet with OEHHA on this issue and
keep you updated.
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DPR and 1,3 Dichloropropene Pilot Project
In early 2020, the Department of Pesticide Regulations (DPR) initiated pilot programs specific to the use of 1,3
Dichloropropene in three areas of the state: Shafter, Parlier and Delhi. 1,3-D (also known as Telone) is an approved
soil fumigant made up of carbon, hydrogen and chlorine. 1,3-D is used to eradicate harmful, microscopic, root-eating
worms prior to planting almond trees. The pilot program’s objective is to provide growers and applicators with
alternative methods of achieving emission reductions of 1,3-D comparable to tarping. Grower members reviewed the
proposals and commented on what is feasible and what is not realistic in practice and outlined the economic impacts
to each of the mitigation measures. We met with DPR numerous times on this issue and submitted a letter clearly
outlining what was “doable” for the industry and why some mitigation measures are not feasible. DPR was asked to
consider the timing of requiring new mitigation options and emphasized that fumigations are applied both by
specialized equipment and specially trained applicators. The Almond Alliance continues to be very engaged in this
issue with DPR and have invited decision makers to almond orchards for tours and further discussion.

State Legislation
The Almond Alliance was excited to start out the year with two very important bills for our industry:
AB 2831 (Flora) Carbon Offset Credits: Whole Orchard Recycling: Healthy Soils. This bill would require the
California Air Resources Board to develop a carbon offset credit for whole orchard recycling.
AB 3103 (Dahle) Commercial Feed: Feed Inspection Advisory Board. This bill would allow the California
Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) Secretary to authorize state accredited, certified, or licensed laboratories
to be established or designated for testing, sampling, and analyzing almond hulls and agricultural products.

The COVID-19 pandemic put a halt on many bills this year and as a result both Almond Alliance sponsored bills did
not move forward. Each policy committee the bills were referred to did not feel the bills directly impacted the
pandemic; therefore, they were held. However, each policy committee indicated the bills have merit and should be
reintroduced next year. The Almond Alliance will continue to work with authors and their staff to identify a legislative
roadmap and strategy for next year’s reintroduction.
With the onset of COVID-19 our focus shifted to PPE, guidance and standards for infection prevention, labor, workers
compensation, family leave, expansion of family rights act, single use packaging, biomass, classification of solar
energy and more. Our efforts with coalition partnerships were able to defeat many bad bills.

Our Work is Making a Difference
We have had over 50 meetings with our elected officials discussing the impacts of COVID -19 to our industry and
articulating the damages we have experienced. As you can see, COVID-19 has not slowed down our advocacy
efforts. We will continue to work to make the almond community voice heard with our elected representatives at
every level of government. We appreciate your support and invite you to contact us for any questions, comments or
to discuss policy and legislation.
Respectfully,

Elaine Trevino, President
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FEDERAL

COVID-19 RESPONSE
The year 2020 has been unlike any we have ever seen. Since the
onset of COVID-19, the Almond Alliance has worked to serve our
members by developing a resource site related to updated
workforce safety guidance, COVID-19 federal relief programs, local
ordinance updates, executive orders, business resources, PPE
updates, education materials to post in the workplace, and other
updates. We communicated with our members and the industry at
large daily to relay best practices, new guidance, answer questions
and provided the latest updates on Covid-19.
Despite all of the COVID-19 impacts, the Almond Alliance made
quiet, steady progress on a number of fronts. Here is a quick review
of those successes.

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
In April 2020, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced
the $18 billion Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP). CFAP
provides $16 billion in direct support based on losses for agriculture
producers. Prices and market supply chains have been significantly
impacted and CFAP assists eligible producers facing additional
adjustment and marketing costs resulting from lost demand and
short-term oversupply for the 2020 marketing year. $2.1 billion of the
funding is for specialty crops, which the Almond Alliance ensured
included almonds.

"WE COMMUNICATED
WITH OUR MEMBERS
AND THE INDUSTRY AT
LARGE DAILY TO RELAY
BEST PRACTICES, NEW
GUIDANCE, ANSWER
QUESTIONS AND
PROVIDED THE LATEST
UPDATES ON COVID-19."

The Almond Alliance communicated the damages our industry
faced and voiced the need for almonds to be included in the
program so growers could receive direct payments for losses
suffered as a result of COVID-19 and the disruption to the supply
chain. We have advocated for more funding in the next round to
assist with pricing damages and will continue to make sure our
industry applies for CFAP Round 2. To date our industry has
received more than $125 million. When we heard that the timelines
associated for damages were not consistent with the almond
industry sales cycle, we communicated to USDA the need for relief
past the April 15th window of sales. We are proud of our advocacy
efforts to have almonds included. We coordinated our efforts with
the Almond Board of California for outreach and webinar support as
well as USDA Farm Service Agency and Agricultural Marketing
Service for application technical and webinar support.

ALMOND ALLIANCE OF CALIFORNIA

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2
On September 17, 2020 USDA Secretary Perdue announced an expansion of the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program which will provide producers with financial assistance that gives them the ability to absorb some of the
increased marketing costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic (CFAP 2). Again, the Almond Alliance ensured
that we communicated what disruptions and associated costs our member producers and growers faced because
of COVID-19. On October 5, 2020 we cohosted a webinar with the Almond Board of California where Farm Service
Agency addressed the specific almond application and answered questions we compiled from our members. We
are thankful for the relationship we have developed with Farm Service Agency and Agricultural Marketing Services
in implementing CFAP 1 and 2. The Almond Alliance acknowledges that these programs are not intended to be
long-term support but rather help provide some relief to cover costs to continue growing, harvesting and operating.
The Almond Alliance’s role is to continue advocating for programs that help the industry during COVID-19 and after.
While this program is not meant to make the industry whole, it is intended to help grower operations keep moving
forward and relieve some of the “hurt.”

Section 32 Buy for Almonds
The Almond Alliance worked tirelessly to get funding from USDA to buy almonds and help get some pounds off the
market in hopes of driving up the price of almonds and get ready for our three-billion-pound crop for 2020. The
USDA announced it would be purchasing $40M dollars’ worth of almonds before Sept. 30, 2020. The Almond
Alliance goal is to assess the sale of the initial $40M and go back for additional Section 32 funds, which we are
working on now. We are hopeful these purchases will significantly help the industry recover from the price per
pound decline since the onset of COVID-19. For some varieties of almonds, industry members have reported a
decrease of as much as 50% per pound since early January of this year.
The Almond Alliance requested our congressional delegation support this Section 32 purchase. Thankfully 11
congressional representatives signed onto a letter to encourage the Administration to support this action, which
thankfully they did.

PAGE 06

ADVOCACY REPORT 2020

TRADE
"CALIFORNIA ALMONDS ARE THE NUMBER ONE EXPORT COMMODITY OF
THE DIVERSE CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY."

California almonds are the number one export commodity of the diverse California agricultural industry. Almond
production and value of production have been growing rapidly and the industry has become a larger share of
agriculture as its economic contributions have been growing in recent years. California almonds are especially
important in international trade. Therefore, it is critical that the Almond Alliance be aware and engaged in trade
discussions and policies that impact export markets and trade agreements.
The Almond Alliance continues to be engaged in monitoring the progress of the Administration in trade negotiations
and relationships with India, Spain, Germany, China/Hong Kong, U.A.E., Japan, Italy and other key markets. We
continue to discuss the impacts of tariffs in the China market and non-tariff barriers the industry is facing in other
markets.

India
India is now the United States’ eighth-largest trading partner in goods and services and is among the world’s largest
economies. Although agricultural products are not the largest component of U.S.-India trade, tensions over them are
long-standing and remain among the most difficult to resolve. The United States exported around $1.5 billion worth
of agricultural products to India in 2018 and imported $2.7 billion. India is the largest market for California almonds,
accounting for about $733 million in CY 2019.
After the global onset of COVID-19, the Indian government shut down the Indian ports on March 25, 2020 creating
great upset and delays. There was confusion regarding which industries and workers were considered “essential”
which resulted in a shortage of workers at the Indian ports. The Almond Alliance reached out to the Administration to
inform them of the impacts to our industry as a result of the port shutdown. As a result, almond exports to India
dropped off in the month of April. The Administration captured this dilemma and shipment decline when they
calculated the damages to the almond industry. As the Indian market continues to grow, we work to ensure that our
industry voice is heard when the Administration is focused on trade with India. Opening the market and keeping it
open is a high priority for USTR and USDA.
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China

Japan

On February 14, 2020, the United States and China
entered into an historic Agreement that further opens
China’s food and agriculture market to American
products. The Almond Alliance continues to monitor
the progress the Administration is making in its
negotiations with China and implementation of the
2020 U.S.-China Phase 1 Agreement. Trade tensions
with China have definitely changed trade market
priorities. The situation has resulted in China dropping
from third largest export destination for almonds to the
fourth largest. This is significant given it was the
second largest export market in 2016/2017.

On September 25, 2019, the U.S. and Japan completed
a limited FTA that reduced tariff levels on agriculture
products to the Trans-Pacific Partnership levels
effective January 1, 2020. The duty on almonds,
shelled and in shell went to zero. Reducing tariffs and
increasing market access are key objectives for Almond
Alliance, as Japan is the fourth largest market for US
almond exports, with shipments valued at $276 million
in 2019.

Another important note is that Australia has significantly
shifted its focus from India to China. In 2016/2017, its
top export market was India, and China was a minor
destination, yet two years later with a 0% tariff under
their FTA and a 55% retaliatory tariff on California
almonds, China has become Australia’s number one
export destination.
While we don’t see any immediate change in China’s
tariff rates, it is an issue we continue to work with the
Administration and Congress to resolve outstanding
tariff issues between the US and China. We are hopeful
for positive movement and some relief for almonds in
China. We will continue to voice to the Administration
the concerns of almonds’ position with China.

The Almond Alliance continues to ask the
Administration to address Japan’s burdensome import
testing protocols which are not in line with international
norms.
The Almond Alliance will continue to work with the
Administration and Congress to resolve outstanding
tariff issues with China and direct positive outcomes on
negotiations with Japan, EU and the UK. We will also
continue to support the initiation of FTA negotiations
with new importing markets and countries, specifically
Indonesia, Kenya and Philippines.
The Almond Alliance continues to support the doubling
of funding for the Market Access Program (MAP) so that
funds can be used to expand existing markets and
open up new ones for the industry.

Source: Almond Board of California
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FEDERAL LEGISLATION
Almond Alliance actively monitors federal legislation and works with other agriculture trade associations at the
national level to collaborate on issues important to our industry. On the federal front our advocacy goals are to seek
to champion solutions that are practical, economical, environmentally responsible, non-partisan and in the best
interests of our members. We actively express the almond industry’s positions and views to our federal elected
representatives and appointed representatives. We have also started strategic discussions specific to the next Farm
Bill to ensure we access as many funding sources and programs as possible. Below is a partial summary of 2020 bills
we are monitoring and have provided comments to the authors.

HR 8406 The Heroes Act
Introduced on September 29th and referred to the
Committees on Appropriations, Budget, and Ways and
Means. Making for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, making emergency
supplemental appropriations for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2021.
Sponsor: Rep. Nita Lowey (NY-17)
Cosponsors: Reps. Peter DeFazio (OR-4), Raul Grijalva
(AZ-3), Zoe Lofgren (CA-19), Carolyn Maloney (NY-12),
Richard Neal (MA-1), Frank Pallone (NJ-6), Bobby Scott
(VA-3), Mark Takano (CA-41), Nydia Velazquez (NY-7),
and Maxine Waters (CA-43).
Status: In committee

S 3833 Paycheck Protection Program Extension Act
Introduced on May 21 this bill is to extend the loan
forgiveness period for the paycheck protection
program, and for other purposes.
Sponsor: Sen. Marco Rubio (FL)
Status: Reported out of committee
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HR 7090 Coronavirus County Relief and Stability
Act
Introduced on June 4 this bill appropriates $36 billion
for a Coronavirus County Relief Fund to make
payments to counties to compensate for revenue lost
and costs incurred as a result of the COVID-19 (i.e.,
coronavirus disease 2019) public health emergency.
Description: To amend title VI of the Social Security Act
to establish the Coronavirus County Relief Fund, and
for other purposes.
Sponsor: Rep. Paul Cook (CA-8)
Cosponsors: Reps. Salud Carbajal (CA-24),
Doug LaMalfa (CA-1), and Jimmy Panetta (CA-20)
Status: In committee

S 4189 Water for Conservation and Farming Act
Introduced on July 2, this bill is to provide for drought
preparedness and improved water supply reliability.
Sponsor: Sen. Ron Wyden (OR)
Status: In committee

ALMOND ALLIANCE OF CALIFORNIA

S 3894 Growing Climate Solutions Act
Introduced on June 4 and referred to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry. Hearings were held
on June 24. This bill is to authorize the Secretary of
Agriculture to develop a program to reduce barriers to
entry for farmers, ranchers, and private forest
landowners in certain private markets and other
purposes. The Growing Climate Solutions Act creates a
certification program at USDA to help solve technical
entry barriers to farmer and forest landowner
participation in carbon credit markets. These issues –
including access to reliable information about markets
and access to qualified technical assistance providers
and credit protocol verifiers- have limited both
landowner participation and the adoption of practices
to help reduce the costs of developing carbon credits.

HR 5038 Farm Workforce Modernization Act of
2019
Introduced in the House on November 12, 2019.
Passed in the House on December 11, 2019. Received
in the Senate and read twice and referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary on December 12, 2019.
This bill is to amend the Immigration and Nationality Act
to provide for terms and conditions for nonimmigrant
workers performing agricultural labor or services, and
for other purposes.
Sponsor: Rep. Zoe Lofgren (CA-19)

Sponsor: Se. Mike Braun (IN)

Cosponsors: Reps. Doug LaMalfa (CA-1), Josh Harder
(CA-10), Devin Nunes (CA-22), Jimmy Panetta (CA-20),
Salud Carbajal (CA-24), T.J. Cox (CA-21), Jim Costa(CA16), and others.

Status: In committee

Status: Passed House

HR 7482 Future of Agricultural Resiliency and
Modernization (FARM) Act
Introduced and referred to the House Committee on
Agriculture on July 2. This bill is to direct the Secretary
of Agriculture to carry out a program to award grants to
eligible entities to carry out projects that further
agricultural resiliency and modernization, and for other
purposes.
Sponsor: Rep. Josh Harder (CA-10)
Cosponsors: Reps. Jim Costa (CA-16), T.J. Cox (CA-21),
Sean Maloney (NY-18), and Jimmy Panetta (CA-20)
Status: In committee

PAGE 10

ADVOCACY REPORT 2020

FOOD SAFETY MODERNIZATION ACT
The Almond Alliance continues to monitor the Food
Safety Modernization Act.

To date the below enforcement discretions are still active as it
related to almond growers and huller/shellers. We have had
multiple calls with our colleagues, FDA and Almond Board in an
effort to push for the California almonds to be properly classified
as it relates to safe product consumption and the definition of
farms. Almond Alliance along with Almond Board have submitted
comments on the latest FDA’s request for information on any kill
steps other than cooking that are always or almost always
applied to produce commodities.

Active Enforcement Discretions:
2019: FDA has “decided to exercise enforcement discretion for entities growing, harvesting, packing
or holding almonds” as it relates to enforcement of the FSMA Produce Safety rule.
2018: Enforcement discretion guidance states the FDA’s intent to exercise enforcement discretion for
1) the preventive controls requirements, 2) all animal food CGMP requirements, and 3) for human
food CGMP requirements for non-produce raw agricultural commodities (RACs) for facilities that
would be secondary activities farms except for the ownership of the facility. Additionally,
huller/shellers that do not meet the farm definition and are facilities required to register may be
subject to an exemption from CGMPs if they are solely engaged in hulling, shelling, drying, packing
and/or holding of nuts (without additional manufacturing/processing, such as roasting nuts), as
provided by 21 CFR 117.5(k)(1)(v) and 21 CFR 507.5(h)(2). Lastly, Importation of food contact
substances under FSVP; A food contact substance is any substance that is intended for use as a
component of materials used in manufacturing, packing, packaging, transporting, or holding food if
such use of the substance is not intended to have any technical effect in such food. The FSVP
regulation applies to the importation of “food” as that term is defined in the Federal Food, Drug and
Cosmetic Act, which includes food contact substances.
The Almond Alliance is committed to protecting your company and educating federal agencies on the
outstanding and mandatory California food safety protocols the almond industry self-imposed. The
California almond industry continues to put food safety and the safety of our consumers first.
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ESTABLISHING NEW EXPORT MARKETS
IN ASIA FOR WHOLE ALMOND HULLS
The Almond Alliance has been awarded a USDA grant to establish new international export
markets for whole almond hulls.

The overarching goal is to support the almond
industry by developing export markets to
purchase the three million tons of almond hulls
produced annually in California that may not be
absorbed by the California dairy industry. The
Almond Alliance will directly address the technical
and phytosanitary barriers that have limited the
export markets for whole almond hulls in the
international marketplace, specifically Asia and
southeast Asia. The Almond Alliance will (1)
determine the technical industry feed needs in
each
destination
country,(2)
educate
the
destination market operators and government
administrators about the commodity, (3) propose
the use of whole almond hulls that is appropriate
for destination circumstances and goals, (4)
understand
the
administrative,
trade
and
phytosanitary parameters of almond hulls as set
by USDA and each destination country and (5)
propose
uniform
trade
definitions
and
phytosanitary controls for USDA & US Dept. of
Commerce
to
negotiate
with
destination
governments.

The target markets and countries for this project
include the below listed Asian Pacific markets,
which maintain a combined dairy herd about 95
percent the size of the U.S. The Almond Alliance is
aggressively working on opening these markets
and we have a very defined timeline to meet our
goals.

While this is a project initiated and sponsored by
the Almond Alliance, the real work will be done
within and between governments, and the Almond
Alliance’s role is to facilitate and educate all
stakeholders about this, up to now, large but quite
parochial California feed commodity. Our team is
working with our allied partners at Almond Board
of California to complement their efforts on
almond cubes and pellets into China. We are in
communications with the individuals within US
government
and
destination
government
agencies who will be part of process of
establishing California almond hulls as a
merchantable feed commodity in the destination
markets where there is already nascent demand.

We are working with several partners on this
project including:
Almond Board of California
USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS)
California Department of Food and Agriculture
Hullers and Shellers
Nutritionists
Destination country receivers
Importers
Dairies
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STATE

STATE LEGISLATION
The 2020 Legislative Session has adjourned and will go down as one of
the California Legislature’s most unprecedented due to the COVID-19
pandemic. At the start of this year, there were 2,203 bills introduced (not
including two-year bills). Given the unfortunate circumstances of the
pandemic, legislators pared down their legislative packages. In total, there
ended up being roughly 550 bills from both the Senate and Assembly –
approximately a 75% reduction from the beginning of the year. Further, by
the end of this legislative session, 402 bills were sent down to Governor
Newsom’s desk. Specifically, there were 125 Senate Bills and 277
Assembly Bills.
Despite the challenging circumstances, the Almond Alliance continued to
press forward and fight for our industry's critical issues. The issues
included byproducts, pesticides, taxes, food packaging and food safety,
energy, water, and labor. We were successful in many of our advocacy
efforts to protect the advancement of our industry and building critical
relationships on issues that we were able to support.

"DESPITE THE
CHALLENGING
CIRCUMSTANCES, THE
ALMOND ALLIANCE
CONTINUED TO PRESS
FORWARD AND FIGHT FOR
OUR INDUSTRY'S CRITICAL
ISSUES."

ALMOND ALLIANCE OF CALIFORNIA

SPONSORED BILLS
The following bills were “sponsored” on behalf of the Almond Alliance. As previously stated, the COVID-19 pandemic
put a halt on many bills this year. Unfortunately, both Almond Alliance sponsored bills did not move forward. Each
policy committee that the bills were referred to did not feel that the bills directly impacted the pandemic; therefore,
they were held. However, each policy committee, both indicated that the bills have merit and should be
reintroduced next year. The Almond Alliance will continue to work with both authors and their staff to identify a
legislative roadmap and strategy for next year’s reintroduction.

AB 2831 (Flora) Carbon offset credits: whole orchard recycling: healthy soils.
This bill was a result of years of the industry wanting credit for almond trees planted. This bill would have required
the California Air Resources Board to develop a carbon offset credit for whole orchard recycling. The bill would also
appropriate funds to the department to provide grants to the University of California Agriculture and Natural
Resources Division and California State University for research to assess the benefits from healthy soil practices.
Status: This was an Almond Alliance sponsored bill that was held by the committee.

AB 3103 (Dahle) Commercial feed: Feed Inspection Advisory Board.
This bill was a result of many in the industry having frustration with the amount of time it took to get hull testing lab
results information and citations. This bill would have allowed the California Department of Food and Agriculture
(CDFA) Secretary to authorize state-accredited, certified, or licensed laboratories to be established or designated for
testing, sampling, and analyzing California agriculture products.
Status: This was an Almond Alliance sponsored bill that was held by the committee.

FOOD PACKAGING | FOOD SAFETY
SB 54 (Allen)/AB 1080 (Gonzalez) California Circular Economy and Plastic Pollution Reduction Act.
This bill would have enacted the California Circular Economy and Plastic Pollution Reduction Act to achieve a 75%
reduction in single-use plastic packaging and priority single-use plastic products by 2030. The bill provided fee
authority to Cal Recycle, penalties, and rigorous reporting from all producers.
Status: The Almond Alliance was a key player in holding together the agriculture opposition coalition. After
two years of intense lobbying, drafting letters, and testifying, both bills were held on the floor during the last
night of the legislative session. In back-to-back years both authors were unsuccessful in obtaining the votes
for these identical measures.
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PESTICIDES
Per usual, there was no shortage of attempts by Legislators to limit, ban, create higher penalties, or require
additional reporting on pesticides. The Almond Alliance took positions on all pesticide-related bills to protect our
industry and provide the tools needed to defend our commodity.

SB 86 (Durazo) Department of Pesticide Regulation:
chlorpyrifos: quarterly reports.

AB 916 (Muratsuchi) Pesticide use: glyphosate.

This bill would require DPR to submit quarterly reports
to legislative committees that provide information on
the amount of chlorpyrifos use in granular form and the
department’s plans for monitoring the use of
chlorpyrifos in granular form.

This bill would have prohibited a local government or a
special district from using any pesticide that contains
the active ingredient glyphosate, until January 1, 2025.
Status: This was a two-year bill and a third attempt by
the author to restrict the use of glyphosate. The Almond
Alliance drafted letters and effectively lobbied the bill
with the agriculture coalition.

Status: The Almond Alliance joined the agriculture
opposition coalition, writing letters and testifying in
committee in opposition to this bill. This bill passed
the Legislature and was signed by the Governor.

Status: The bill was held by the Senate Agriculture
Committee, without receiving a hearing.

AB 1919 (Bauer-Kahan) Pesticides: enforcement
actions: civil penalty: judicial review.

AB 1788 (Bloom) Pesticides: use of secondgeneration anticoagulant rodenticides.

This bill would have provided the Department of
Pesticide Regulation (DPR) with the ability to pursue in
a pesticide use investigation and enforcement action,
rather than the County Agricultural Commissioner,
regardless of whether their engagement is warranted or
appropriate. AB 1919 would have also allowed DPR to
intercede if the County does not have the appropriate
resources to peruse an action or investigation and
would have increased the potential fine threshold from
$5,000 to $25,000.

This bill would have prohibited the use of secondgeneration anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs) until
the Department of Pesticide Regulation director
certified and completed the reevaluation of SGARs.

Status: The Almond Alliance joined the agriculture
opposition coalition, writing letters and testifying in
committee in opposition to this bill. This bill was held
in the Assembly Judiciary Committee.
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Status: In an amendment coming out of the Senate
Appropriations Committee hearing, a “red herring”
added to the bill would have negated the existing
agriculture exemption. As a leader of the agriculture
coalition, the Almond Alliance, in the final days of the
legislative session, we were able to get the author to
take an additional amendment to secure the
agriculture exemption that exists in the bill. The
amendment taken by the author’s office allowed the
Almond Alliance and all other agriculture entities to
move to a neutral position on the bill.
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ENVIRONMENT | WATER
AB 2954 (Rivas) California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: Climate Goal: Natural and Working
Lands.
Requires the California Air Resources Board, in the next Scoping Plan update, to establish an overall climate goal for
the state's natural and working lands (NWLs) to sequester carbon and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Status: The Almond Alliance took an oppose position on this legislation. However, working with the author’s
office, we proposed amendments that would have made this bill palatable and moved us to a neutral position.
In conclusion and after providing concerns to the Senate Appropriations Committee, the bill was held on the
Senate Appropriations “suspense file.” We will work to collaborate with this author next year.

AB 3030 (Kalra) Resource conservation: land and ocean conservation goals.
This bill establishes new land, water, and ocean protection goals, including to protect 30% of the state’s land areas
and water by 2030.
Status: The Almond Alliance took an oppose position on this bill. The Alliance drafted letters, testified, and
lobbied the bill. The Almond Alliance played a key role in having this bill held on the Senate Appropriations
“suspense file.”

BYPRODUCTS | BIOMASS | ENERGY
AB 2959 (Calderon) Solid waste: byproducts from
the processing of food or beverages.

AB 1720 (Carrillo) Energy: long-duration energy
storage: procurement.

This bill would have reauthorized local governmental
entities to exercise authority to collect organic
byproducts from supermarkets, grocery stores,
restaurants, or other retail food establishments.

This bill would have required the procurement of longduration energy storage, to meet a more aggressive
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction target. This
bill would have also required the California Public
Utilities Commission (CPUC) to direct the procurement
by load-serving entities (LSEs). If the CPUC did not
order the procurement, this bill would have required
the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to procure
the energy on behalf of the LSEs. There was concern
this could increase the cost of water and shift the risk
from the project developers to state water contractors.

Status: In an extremely uphill battle against the
waste hauling industry, the agriculture industry,
which included the Almond Alliance, put enough
pressure on the author to “pull” the bill from its final
policy committee hearing and not move forward for
the duration of the legislative session. While there
was no direct threat to the Almond industry, this bill
set a precedent of the different ways the waste
hauling industry will expand its portfolio of organic
materials that could potentially affect the almond
industry.

Status: The Almond Alliance joined a broad coalition
in opposition to this bill. The bill was “pulled” before
the Senate Energy, Utilities, and Communications
policy hearing.
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AB 1567 (Aguiar-Curry) – Public resources management: forest products: organic waste.
This bill would have required the Strategic Growth Council (SGC) to create a scoping plan for reducing emissions
associated with forestry, agricultural, and urban organic waste management in a comprehensive and coordinated
manner consistent with existing climate, waste diversion, and air quality goals on or before December 31, 2021.
Status: The Almond Alliance drafted letters and testified in committee in support of this bill. The author held
this bill in the second house to reduce the number of bills not related to COVID-19.

LABOR | WORKERS COMPENSATION | FAMILY LEAVE
SB 729 (Portantino) Food sector workers: COVID-19
supplemental paid sick leave: handwashing.

SB 1159 (Hill) Workers’ compensation: COVID-19:
critical workers.

This bill would have established COVID-19
supplemental paid sick leave for food sector workers for
the duration of any local emergency or state of
emergency, as proclaimed under the California
Emergency Services Act.

This bill would extend an executive order that makes it
easier for essential workers to receive workers'
compensation benefits if they contract COVID-19 in the
workplace. The bill would create a "rebuttable
presumption" that the illness was contracted on the job
and would give employers the opportunity to show that
the exposure was not work-related.

Status: The Almond Alliance drafted letters and
testified in opposition to this bill. However, the bill
was eventually gutted-and-amended into a bill to
protect employers from PAGA. The Almond Alliance
took a neutral position on the measure.

Status: The Governor signed this bill. The Almond
Alliance engaged with the Governor and his
administration prior to the workers’ compensation
Executive Order being released and were able to
help reduce the burden on employers.

SB 1383 (Jackson) Family Leave.
This bill expands the California Family Rights Act (CFRA) to allow employers with five or more employees to use
unpaid job-protected leave (12 additional weeks) to care for a domestic partner, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, or
parent-in-law who has a severe health condition during a 12 month period.
Status: The Governor signed this bill. This was a priority for the Governor.
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COVID-19 FARMWORKER PACKAGE
In the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Assemblymember Robert Rivas introduced a five-bill "California Farmworker
COVID-19 Relief Package" that proposed to expand paid sick leave for farmworkers, provide supplemental hazard
pay of $3 an hour, extend a tax credit to farmers who offer overtime work to their workers, fund an outreach
campaign to educate workers on personal protection practices and help expedite temporary housing to mitigate
overcrowding and allow for social distancing. After several constructive conversations, budget issues, and
unforeseeable circumstances by the second wave of COVID-19, many of these ideas fell to the wayside and did not
progress.

AB 2043 Occupational safety and health:
agricultural employers and employees: COVID-19
response.
This bill requires the Occupational Safety and Health
Standards Board (standards board), by February 1,
2021, to develop standards for coronavirus infection
prevention in agriculture and directs the Division of
Occupational Safety and Health (division) to
disseminate health and safety guidance to agricultural
employers and conduct a targeted outreach campaign
to employees.
Status: At the introduction of this bill, the Almond
Alliance took an oppose position, drafting letters,
lobbying, and testifying against this bill. The original
bill would have created duplicative and unrealistic
requirements for agricultural employers. In working
with the author’s office, we obtained more than a
handful of amendments that provided all agriculture
entities relief. The Almond Alliance was able to move
to a neutral position with the amendments taken by
the author. The Governor signed this bill.

AB 2164 Telehealth for Rural and Community
Health Centers Act.
This bill would expand telehealth services for rural and
community health centers to benefit farmworkers and
other marginalized groups that have difficulty
accessing medical care.
Status: The Almond Alliance did not take a position
on this bill; however, we support the concept. The
Governor signed this bill.

AB 2165 E-Filing and Rural Access to Justice Act.
This bill would expand the availability of electronic filing
to all state trial courts, given that access to courthouses
is a problem in many farmworkers and other rural
communities.
Status: The Almond Alliance did not take a position on
this bill. The Governor signed this bill.

Request for Temporary COVID-19 Housing for
Agricultural Workers.
After formal requests in March and April, followed by a
$25M Budget Request in May, to expand the
Administration’s Project Roomkey and Homekey
programs, Governor Newsom announced the “Housing
for the Harvest” program in July to provide safe,
temporary isolation spaces for sick or at-risk agricultural
workers.
Status: The Almond Alliance did not take a position on
this request; however, we are supportive in concept.
The concept was supported by the Governor.

Request for Prioritization of Agricultural Workers for
PPE and COVID-19 Testing.
After formal requests in March and April, Governor
Newsom announced in May that his Administration
would be ramping-up testing availability for rural and
other under-served communities and again in July that
both testing and PPE access would be improved for
agricultural workers.
Status: The Almond Alliance did not take a position on
this request; however, we support the concept. The
concept was supported by the Governor.
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GENERAL AGRICULTURE | CALIFORNIA GROWN
The bills listed below were second house “gut-and-amends.” When speaking with both the author and staff on behalf
of the Almond Alliance, they acknowledged these bills would not progress this year and were placeholders for policy
bills that will take place next year. The author would appreciate the Almond Alliance's engagement to help shape
better public policy in the upcoming year. Our plan is to engage constructively.

AB 582 (E. Garcia) Retailers: sale of agricultural products:
grown in California requirement: exception.
This bill would have prohibited a retailer from selling an
agricultural product to the general public unless the
agricultural product is grown in the state. The bill would
authorize a retailer to sell an agricultural product to the
general public that is not grown in the state if the agricultural
product is not available from farms located in the state.
Status: This bill was held by the committee.

AB 1248 (E. Garcia) Institutional purchasers: purchase of
California-Grown agriculture products.
This bill would have required all state institutions, including public
schools, to purchase agricultural products to only purchase
products grown in California unless that product is not available
from an in-state source or is not grown in the state. This bill would
keep the 5% bid preference for vendors that pack or process
agricultural products inside the state over ones that pack or
process these products outside the state. This bill would give an
exemption to public schools that partake in the National School
Lunch Program.
Status: This bill was held by the committee.
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PROPOSITION 65 | ACRYLAMIDE

Exposures to Listed Chemicals in Cooked or Heat Processed Foods
"The Almond Alliance has led a coalition of almond processors, chocolate, nut producers,
confectioners, retailers, related trade associations, and health advocates addressing concerns
regarding OEHHA’s listing of acrylamide. "
Acrylamide is a naturally forming substance that results from the baking or roasting food – for example roasting
almonds. Unfortunately, acrylamide is also on OEHHA’s list of chemicals known to cause cancer. The Almond Alliance
has led a coalition of almond processors, chocolate, nut producers, confectioners, retailers, related trade associations,
and health advocates addressing concerns regarding OEHHA’s listing of acrylamide. The reason the Almond Alliance
engaged in this issue is that it impacts the whole industry and dozens of notices of violation (NOV) have been filed
alleging that various cocoa/chocolate and roasted nut food products contain excessive amounts of the chemical
acrylamide. The vast majority of these notices have been filed by two law firms. In our discussions with OEHHA, we
provided numerous research studies and publication demonstrating the positive association between almond/nut
consumption and reduced cancer incidence. We assembled members of our industry along with the Almond Board of
California to discuss our industry position and how we wanted to submit comments to ensure the whole industry was
represented.
OEHHA opened rulemaking on this issue in early August. They used
legal settlements to determine acrylamide levels of 225 ppb. We
provided feedback to OEHHA indicating that while OEHHA’s proposal of
225 ppb worked for some in the almond industry, it has limited
applicability for the total almond industry. In our comments we
highlighted that the settlement level of 225 ppb does not take into
consideration that there is little standardization of roasting processes for
almonds – oil roast, dry roast, light/dark, combination with pasteurization,
etc. Manufacturers have indicated that due to crop and variety variability,
the level of acrylamide after roasting can vary significantly. There are
also more than 13 varieties of almonds which constitute about 90% of
almond production.
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In the summary of our comments we indicated that the actions necessary to attempt to achieve a level below 225
ppb could include several actions that would be economically infeasible, technologically challenging, in conflict
with regulations, and require significant up front and ongoing costs. For example, these may include:
Requiring companies to implement a “two-step” pasteurization process to reduce roasting temperatures while
complying with the 4-log salmonella reduction required by USDA.
Changing varieties – almond trees have a 25-year lifespan. Selecting varieties with average lower asparagine
levels would be impractical and immeasurably costly, nor does it address crop year variability.
Changing production lines or purchasing new roasting equipment.
Eliminating product offerings.
Including warning labels.
This final action of including warning labels is particularly concerning. As noted, if it is not feasible for a small
company to implement processing parameters to achieve a 225 ppb level, their only choice is to mount a costly
NSRL (or alternative NSRL) defense, or to put a warning label on the product. Consumers will see the same product
on the retail shelf – some with warnings, others without. This is likely to undermine confidence in the product with a
warning label, putting those companies at a direct competitive disadvantage to larger manufacturers with greater
economic ability.
The Almond Alliance submitted our comments in consultation with the Almond Board of California on October 21,
2020. We will keep you updated on our upcoming discussions with OEHHA.
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PESTICIDES
1,3-Dichloropropene (1,3-D) Pilot Mitigation Options for Almonds
The Department of Pesticide Regulations (DPR) initiated 1,3-D pilot programs in three areas of the state: Shafter,
Kern County; Parlier, Fresno County; Delhi, Merced County. The objective of the pilot programs is to provide
growers and applicators with alternative methods of achieving emission reductions of 1,3-D comparable to tarping.
DPR put forth 13 proposed mitigation measures including buffer zones, TIF tarping, soil moisture depth, water seals,
amended injection depths and more.
The Almond Alliance has been engaged and in numerous discussions with DPR on this issue and has mobilized our
membership to provide feedback and have detailed discussions on why several of the proposed options are not
procedurally and economically feasible. We have been clear that our industry needs this fumigant for treatment of
nematodes during the replanting of almond trees.
In August of this year, we submitted a detailed letter to DPR summarizing the almond industry concerns about the
proposed pilot options and why several should not be considered at all. We provided options with input from several
grower perspectives and reminded of the importance of timing of requiring new mitigation options and that
fumigations are applied both by specialized equipment and specially trained applicators. We also articulated that
planting or replanting an orchard is a major long-term investment with no return from that ground for 3-4 years, and it
takes 7-15 years to fully recoup the investment costs. Everything that increases the planting costs, including efforts
to achieve successful soil pest management prior to planting, means the grower needs that much more capital to
put in and it will take that much longer to amortize the costs. Yet, good soil pest management is critical for the longterm productivity and health of an almond orchard. DPR was invited to visit an almond orchard to better understand
the challenges. Now DPR has asked the Almond Alliance to identify 30 to 40-acre parcels that can be part of the pilot
project in the target areas.
24 C’s and Section 18 Emergency Exemptions (US EPA and DPR)
As a result of the California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) declining the Almond Alliance’s request to
provide approval of aerial application of key fungicides over flooded orchards during bloom, the Alliance assembled
multiple commodities impacted by DPR’s decision. We led multiple cross commodity discussions to identify the most
important active ingredients and products to meet our collective priorities and provide those to the manufacturers
and DPR. We have taken the step to move our priorities forward to our manufacturer partners for Section 24(c) Special
Local Need label changes and continue to work with DPR to ensure a speedy solution so that next year – if we have
storms and flooding during bloom - growers are not faced with a situation where they have no tools in the toolbox to
use. We have also encouraged registrants to move forward on Section 18 Emergency Exemptions and any necessary
amendments to their label directions if needed. The Almond Alliance and our agricultural trade association partners
have a lot of work to do in educating regulators about what the industry is doing, best practices and ensuring that we
have sufficient resources not to just research viable alternatives but to implement them.
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BUDGET
The Almond Alliance engaged with the Administration on budget discussions.
following areas.

Our engagement was in the

Cap-and-Trade
The Cap and Trade Program is one of the key policies included in the 2017 Scoping Plan to achieve the 2030
emission-reduction target specified in SB 32 (Pavley, 2016). The 2022 Scoping Plan Update will evaluate the state’s
progress towards achieving the SB 32 target and provide a path for achieving carbon neutrality by mid-century.
As part of the 2022 Scoping Plan Update, the Air Resources Board will evaluate and identify if any policies, including
the Cap and Trade Program, should be adjusted through a subsequent rulemaking to keep the state on track to
achieve the 2030 target and support further emission reductions to achieve carbon neutrality by mid-century.
While the enacted Budget does not include funding, the Administration will work with the Legislature in the coming
months to enact a Cap and Trade Expenditure Plan for the 2020-21 fiscal year. Programs that are most protective of
vulnerable communities, such as the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water program and, Funding Agricultural
Replacement Measures for Emission Reductions (FARMER) Program, the Community Air Protection program and
forestry/wildfire management should be prioritized.

Labor Enforcement of AB 5
AB 5 (Gonzalez, 2019) established a new statutory employment test to determine whether a worker may be classified
as an independent contractor instead of an employee for certain purposes. Under AB 5, all workers are classified as
employees unless the employer can demonstrate a worker meets specified conditions, known as the ABC test. The
Budget provided resources to implement AB 5, including $17.5 million for the Department of Industrial Relations,
$3.4 million for the Employment Development Department (EDD), and $780,000 for the Department of Justice.
These resources will allow these state entities to train employees on the employment determination test and
conduct more hearings, investigations, and litigation related to AB 5.
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Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) was signed into law in September 2014. SGMA assigns the
primary responsibility for ongoing groundwater management to local entities. Local agencies are required to form
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to then develop and implement Groundwater Sustainability Plans
(GSPs) that identify actions and implementation measures to halt overdraft and bring groundwater basins into
balanced levels of pumping and recharge within 20 years of adoption. DWR is charged with two key responsibilities
under SGMA:
1. Establishing the regulations for how a GSP must be prepared and assessing the GSP’s likelihood of achieving
sustainability, and
2. Assisting the locals in preparing and implementing their GSPs through technical, planning, and other support.
The Budget included $9.6 million to further develop DWR’s Sustainable Groundwater Management Program and
provide critical assistance to GSAs. The resources included in the Budget were critical to advancing SGMA while
assisting local communities with the implementation of strong GSPs that can achieve groundwater sustainability
and helping communities plan for major changes in groundwater management that could affect economic activity.
DWR will allocate $26 million of existing Proposition 68 bond funds to local agencies in critically over-drafted basins
to help defray the cost of implementation projects. In addition, a state interagency team will be created to work with
stakeholders to identify tools and strategies to address the economic, environmental, and social effects of changing
land use and agricultural production.
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MOVE TO PLACE BUMBLE BEES UNDER THE
CALIFORNIA ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
The Almond Alliance, in collaboration with other agricultural groups, has filed suit with California Fish
and Game Commission in response to a vote to grant candidacy status to four subspecies of bumble
bees under the California Endangered Species Act. The outcome from the Commission is
problematic to the almond industry on multiple fronts. Presently, no insects are listed as threatened
or endangered under CESA.
If listed under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA), the bees would be the first insects
added. Pesticide restrictions, grazing rules, and other habitat protections could then be imposed.
While the bees are “candidates” for listing, they have the same protections as species listed as
threatened or endangered. This means prohibitions on killing them which the Department of Fish and
Wildlife routinely interprets to extend to harm to the bees or their habitat. That could lead to
uncertainty if bumble bees are present on fields or in other areas where agriculture is happening. This
type of ambiguity would be disruptive to the almond industry. For example, ripping or other soil
movement could be claimed to disturb potential nesting sites. The petitioners specifically list honey
bees as a threat to the bumble bees, thus a listing could regulate placement of or reduce the number
of honey bee hives. Listing bumble bees as threatened or endangered is setting the stage for how
other insect pollinators will be defined, regulated, and protected.
The coalition submitted the reply brief in late October 2020. Thankfully, the Sacramento superior
court recently ruled that insects are not eligible for listing under the California Endangered Species
Act. The superior court agreed with our coalition based on straightforward principles of statutory
interpretation.
The Commission argued that insects are covered by CESA, on the grounds that the Fish & Game
Code defines “fish” to include “invertebrates” and that bumble bees and other insects are
“invertebrates.” The court reasoned that while the definition of “fish” included “invertebrates
connected to a marine environment” (such as shellfish and crustaceans), it did not encompass
“insects such as bumble bees.” The court rejected the “counterintuitive mental leap” that would be
“required to conclude that bumble bees may be protected as fish.”
In addition, the court declined to defer to the Commission’s scientific expertise and its longstanding
position that is has the authority to list insects under CESA. The court noted that the Commission
only attempted once before to list an insect species, under CESA’s predecessor statute, and that the
Office of Administrative Law rejected the listing as unauthorized.
The superior court’s ruling will likely not be the final word in this matter. An appeal is expected, and it
is also possible that the Legislature will revisit the statutory text to change CESA’s definition of
“species” eligible for listing. The Almond Alliance continues to work in collaboration and be actively
engaged in this issue.
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ASSOCIATION ACTIVITY
"DESPITE THE CHALLENGING CIRCUMSTANCES, THE ALMOND ALLIANCE
CONTINUED TO PRESS FORWARD AND FIGHT FOR OUR INDUSTRY'S CRITICAL ISSUES."

CONVENTION
The safety and best interest of our members, speakers and the greater community is of the utmost importance to us.
After closely monitoring the risk and impact of COVID-19, and meeting at length with association leadership the 39th
Annual Almond Alliance Convention, scheduled for April 27-30, 2020 in Huntington Beach, was cancelled. Almond
Alliance staff and Board of Directors were saddened to have to take this action, but the circumstances created by the
COVID-19 outbreak made it unsafe for this event to take place.
The Almond Alliance shifted our focus and commitment to provide our convention attendees and membership the
opportunity to attend our scheduled keynote addresses on a virtual platform. The Port of Oakland’s Executive
Director Danny Wan and Ted McKinney, USDA Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs, joined
Almond Alliance stakeholders for two virtual roundtables.

Danny Wan, Port of Oakland
The Port of Oakland is a vital gateway for almond exports to Asia. Close to 80 percent of California almond exports
move through the Port, according to Danny Wan, Executive Director of the Port of Oakland. The Port of Oakland has a
geographic advantage in being the last port of call before shipping to Asia, India and the Middle East. The Port is
centrally located for all California agricultural products, which explains why 44% of the Port’s exports are agricultural
products.
The 165-year old Port is independent of the City of Oakland and is run by a commission. It prides itself on being the
first West Coast port to handle containerized shipping. It is a self-funding enterprise and receives no taxpayer
support. “We run it like a business,” said Wan.
As an industry that is dependent on trade and strong export markets,
the Almond Alliance has strong relationships with California ports.
California is the largest agricultural producer and exporter in the
nation and almonds are the largest agriculture export commodity in
California. California’s farmers exported approximately 26% of their
production by volume in 2018, worth about $21 billion. As a result,
we have continued to work with leadership at the Ports of Oakland,
Long Beach and Los Angeles. We align with our ports to advocate for
policy, regulations, and legislation that supports the competitiveness
of California ports. “The almond industry is very important to us and
we value our relationship with the Alliance,” he said.
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USDA Undersecretary Ted McKinney
Ted McKinney, USDA Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs, held a virtual round table with
Almond Alliance to discuss trade topics focused on China, India and Japan in light of the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. Undersecretary McKinney leads the development and implementation of the USDA’s trade policy,
oversees and facilitates foreign market access, and promotes opportunities for U.S. agriculture through various trade
programs and high-level government negotiations.
Under Secretary McKinney focused on two prime almond markets during the round table- - China and India. Shelter
in place restrictions have hit the Indian economy hard and have caused a tremendous slowdown in port activities,
McKinney acknowledged. “There is a real back up at the port that is starting to clear up,” he noted. “The port
experience is getting resolved, albeit slowly.” He attributed the backlog to the COVID-19 outbreak and the fear of
COVID-19.
Looking to the future, McKinney said the pandemic and its impact on the food supply chain makes it clear why
agriculture is considered an essential industry. “People need and want it badly. We are in a business where every
human requires our product. That makes us different from a lot of other industries.”
As for the almond trade itself, the California almond industry can expect to see a lot of changes going forward.
“Some aspects of trade have changed forever and maybe for the better. Trade shows will continue at some level but
with limited attendance and social distancing,” he predicted. “A lot of people are really finding some success in
virtual sales, one-on-one with a customer to whom you are pitching your wares. Virtual sales will be one of the new
things we see.”
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CONGRESSIONAL MEETINGS AND ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS
During the COVID-19 pandemic, like everyone, the Almond Alliance was challenged how to communicate and meet
with congressional leadership. While many of the interactions with lawmakers and staff would normally happen in
person during the year, we were able to meet with most of our congressional delegation virtually. We facilitated over
20 meetings and a roundtable discussion to provide an update on the almond industry, articulate the impacts of
COVID, advocate for programs and relief that will help our industry recover economically and provide our views and
comments on important bills and federal appropriations.
Members and staff that we met with are:
Congressman Jimmy Panetta
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy
Congressman Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug LaMalfa
Congressman Devin Nunes
Congressman Jim Costa
Congressman John Garamendi
Congressman Jerry McNerney
Congressman Ami Bera
Congressman Josh Harder
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STATE FARM SERVICE AGENCY DIRECTOR CONNIE CONWAY
NAMED "2020 ALMOND CHAMPION OF THE YEAR"
Connie Conway, Director of the USDA Farm Service Agency in California, has been honored as the Almond Alliance
of California’s 2020 Almond Champion of the Year for the agency’s outstanding efforts in assisting almond growers
with the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP.)
The Almond Champion of the Year Award is presented annually to those who have demonstrated extraordinary
leadership in education, coalition building, partnerships and promoting legislation and policies that encourage the
advancement and protection of California agriculture and the California almond industry.
The CFAP consists of direct payments to almond growers for losses suffered as a result of COVID-19 as well as
disruptions to the supply chain. The Almond Alliance advocated for federal funding for the original program and the
subsequent program known as CFAP 2. To date, the California almond community has received over $125 million
through CFAP 1 and is actively submitting applications to the CFAP 2 program.
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers the funding and provides
technical assistance to potential applicants. Almond Alliance Chair Mike Curry
praised Conway for her leadership in providing access to the program. “Some
of these programs can be incredibly technical and complex. Connie and her
team have been very attentive and worked with our industry members above
and beyond what would normally be expected,” he explained. “Her team has
conducted numerous educational webinars for our members and addressed
literally hundreds of questions about the program and how it works. Her
leadership and commitment to excellence in providing this assistance during
these unprecedented times is truly appreciated.”
Prior to her appointment, Conway ran her own consulting business, focusing
on strategic planning, business development, and government relations
services. She also served as an assemblywoman for the California State
Legislature where she served as Minority Leader and on the Agriculture,
Transportation, Labor and Health Committees. She also served as a member of
the Tulare County Board of Supervisors.

CALIFORNIA STATE TREASURER FIONA MA
On August 20, 2020 the Almond Alliance coordinated a tour for California State Treasurer Fiona Ma and her staff to
educate them on the importance of California almonds, while showcasing the steps our industry takes to farm and
process sustainably and responsibly. Almond Alliance members Blue Diamond Growers, Salida Hulling Association
and Mape’s Ranch opened their facilities and told their “almond story”.
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TRAININGS
The Almond Alliance member trainings are organized based off membership survey responses received in 2019.
With the challenges brought on by COVID-19 the training schedule was revised in March 2020 and some training
were moved to a web-based platform. The Almond Alliance would like to thank our training and resources partners
for their continued support of our members: Stacy Henderson, Terpstra Henderson; Hilario Garcia, Western Growers
Insurance Service; Jon Kimble, Safe Food Alliance; Kevin Willet, Cardinal Professional Products; Karl Kolb, Ceres
Certifications; Chief Erik Klevmyr, Deputy Warden for Stanislaus County/ Fire Chief for Keyes Fire Department; Mike
Davidson, CDFA.
Labor Law Training: In a normal year, California employers are faced

with newly enacted statutes and new case law impacting their day to
day operations. 2020, was not a normal year. The almond industry is
essential business and that meant employers were on high alert
around labor laws and employee safety. In addition to the standards
frequently required of employers, such as standards relating to
classifying individuals as independent contractors, employee privacy,
harassment and discrimination, lactation accommodation, terms of
settlement agreements and employee leave rights, among others. 2020
had COVID-19 related policies and mandates changing weekly.
Employers were required to modify their policies and procedures both
in

writing

Henderson,

and

in

practice.

provided

Almond

members

with

Alliance’s
three

Attorney,

training/

Stacy

webinars

throughout the year, countless resource documents, and the general
guidelines for responding to employees who test positive for COVID19 manual we send to all members.
Huller/Sheller Meeting: During 2020 the Almond Alliance will have

hosted three Huller/Sheller meetings. At these meetings Almond
Alliance provide trainings and updates that are specific to the hulling
and shelling operations. 2020 topics included: Food Safety, Organic
Procedures for Huller, Almond Alliance Almond Hull Quality Assurance
Program, Stockpile Fumigation, Hull Fire Prevention, Recall Liability
from an Insurance Perspective, Legislative and Regulatory update and
Heat Illness Prevention, and Exporting Hulls to Asia.

Other Training: At the beginning of the year Almond Alliance was able to host two in-person trainings. Almond
Alliance partnered with Hilario Garica, Western Growers Insurance to provide the following trainings - Pesticide safety
training for growers and ATV, sprayer, and tractor safety training. This training was hosted in Bakersfield. The second
training was focused on fire, slip and fall prevention, lock out/tag out procedures and accident investigation. This
training was hosted in Arbuckle.

The Almond Alliance would like to thank our facility hosts, Golden Empire Shelling, Strain Farms and Cortez Growers
Association, for their generosity and opening their facilities to our members. Also, Almond Alliance would like to
applaud all our members for rolling with the 2020 punches and showing the world that the almonds and the broader
agricultural industry put our employee’s safety first.
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