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ADVOCACY REPORT

FOLLOW US

ABOUT US
The Almond Alliance of California was established in 1980 to serve the almond industry in a
capacity that isn’t available through any other organization. The Almond Alliance is dedicated
to educating state and federal elected officials, policy makers and regulators about the
California almond community.
As a membership-based organization, our members include almond processors, hullers/shellers,
growers and allied businesses. While we have strong domestic membership, we also have a
number of international members making our organization and network global. The Almond
Alliance provides a forum for business networking that facilitates relationships between regular
members and associate members to ensure our members have access to the latest technology
and services that enable them to conduct their businesses as efficiently as possible.

Mission Statement:
The Almond Alliance of California is dedicated to innovative leadership and advocacy, ensuring
the sustainability and success of the California almond community.
Vision Statement:
It is the vision of the Almond Alliance of California to be a responsive, highly effective agriculture
advocacy and policy organization.
Core Values:
Integrity, Member Driven, Community Stewardship, Collaboration, Proactive.
Board of Directors:
Mike Curry, Chairman, Johnson Farms; John Wynn, Vice Chairman, Golden Empire Shelling, LLC;
Dick Cunningham, CFO, Cunningham Ranch, Inc.; Steve Koretoff, Secretary, Purity Organics, Inc.;
David Pohl, Pohl & Holmes Hulling; Bill Lyons, Mapes Ranch; Katie Staack-Dorsett, Grizzly Nut,
LLC; Todd Meyer, Bear Republic Nut; Alec Pacini, JSS Almonds; Anthony Plaza, Salida Hulling
Association; David Thiel, Cortez Grower Association; James Blocker, Valley Pride Ag. Company.
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STRONGER TOGETHER
The Almond Alliance has a clear mission: Advocacy for California almonds, ensuring sustainability and
success for members across the almond community.
That mission is always challenging but never more so than over the past year when we were
confronted by multiple challenges stemming from a worldwide pandemic. We all had to adapt to a
new way of doing business, especially when it came to advocacy on a breath-taking number of state
and federal issues.
This 2021 Advocacy Report takes a look at those issues while offering you a view of the critical areas
the Almond Alliance advocates for on your behalf.
Here’s a snapshot of issues:

Port Congestion
Almond exporters faced widespread delays, congestion,
cancellations, and excessive costs due to a logistical crisis
in our maritime ports. As a result, U.S. agriculture exporters
are reporting substantial loss of sales.
The Almond Alliance partnered with a coalition of trade
associations, led by the Agriculture Transportation
Coalition (AgTC), to propose short- and long-term solutions
at the federal level. After meeting with the Federal
Maritime Commission, Biden Administration and
Congressional representatives the coalition’s solution set of
“asks” included:
Temporarily increase hours of operations at targeted U.S. ports.
Amend the Ocean Shipping Reform Act of 1998 and support the Ocean Shipping Reform Act of
2021.
Require marine carriers to cap the number of “empty” containers leaving U.S. ports.
Expand infrastructure and modernize communication systems at U.S. ports.
Legislation introduced in August 2021 by Representative John Garamendi (D-CA) and Representative
Dusty Johnson (R-South Dakota) to address reasonable ocean carrier practices won the backing of
the Almond Alliance. The almond industry depends on reliable trade supply chains for exporting
almonds worldwide and access to needed containers and shipping equipment. We are hopeful that
this legislation along with continued advocacy from the agricultural industry will help address the
chaotic booking delays and cancellations and excessive detention and demurrage charges.

Coronavirus Relief, Regulations and Programs
COVID-19 had serious impacts on the supply chain, workforce, workplace operations and costs to
employers. The Almond Alliance ensured the industry received funding in the USDA Coronavirus
Federal Assistance Program Round 1 and Round 2. We also helped our industry members secure
several hundreds of millions in relief funding. Working with public health officials we made sure our
membership had access to COVID-19 testing and vaccinations while advocating for accessibility and
funding.
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Communication was critical throughout the pandemic as the Almond Alliance provided members with
up-to-date executive orders and Cal/OSHA guidelines. We continued to coordinate Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) needs with the State and advocated for expansion of the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) for industry.

Government Affairs- Legislation, Regulation and Budget
While the Almond Alliance is active on the federal level, we continue to focus on the California
legislature and state agencies. We were instrumental in working with other agricultural groups to
secure state budget funding for the following:
Pollinator health programs.
FARMER funding.
Resources for Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) implementation.
State water efficiency and enhancement grants.
New University of California’s Cooperative Extension Farm Advisors.
CDFA’s Healthy Soils Program.
As another drought grips California, the Almond Alliance continues to advocate, along with a broad
coalition of key California farm groups, for funding for much needed water storage, infrastructure and
recharge projects.

End of Agricultural Open Burning
On February 25, 2021, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) voted to prohibit agricultural
burning in the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (District) and phase out the practice by
January 1, 2025.
The Almond Alliance has been very active on this issue,
partnering with a coalition of trade associations on
advocacy efforts and meeting directly with the
Governor's office and CARB Board members. The
Almond Alliance also organized a coalition to
advocate for funding for alternatives to open
agricultural burning. That included funding to expand
the District’s alternatives to open burn grant program;
purchase of additional chipping, shredding equipment
and air burners and investments in bioenergy/bioeconomy pilot research.
Ultimately, we were successful in acquiring $180 million in the Governor’s budget to fund alternatives
to agriculture burning and continue to work on funding for biomass technologies that can benefit our
industry.
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Pesticide/Notifications and Mill Tax
The Almond Alliance continues to work with California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR),
California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) and CalEPA on the regulatory
processes related to pest and weed management tools for the almond industry.
The Almond Alliance has reached out to each agency and department about the importance of
maintaining critical pest and weed management tools in the industry’s toolbox and the industry’s
approach to always utilizing these products in accordance with their labels and established industry
best practices.
We successfully weighed in on questioning the need for a proposed Budget Change Proposal by DPR
to replace the current flat-fee mill tax on pesticide sales with a new “tiered system” based on a
pesticide label’s signal word, e.g., caution or danger. The proposal was not included in the state
budget approved by the Legislature.

Pollinator Protection and Health
Pollinator issues continue to be popular with the public as well as with members of the state
Legislature. Given the importance of pollinators and pollinator health to the California almond
industry, the Almond Alliance worked closely with Assemblymember Villapudua and sponsored AB 391
which resulted in $30 million, over a two-year period, in the Governor’s Budget to fund pollinator
habitat conservation efforts.
On another pollinator note, the Almond Alliance, in collaboration with other agricultural groups,
continues to fund legal efforts at the appellate level supporting a California Superior Court ruling
that the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) does not cover insects and that bee cannot be
classified as fish. This ruling is important to our industry, if listed under the CESA, the bees would be
the first insects added. Pesticide restrictions, grazing rules, and other habitat protections could then
be imposed. While the bees are “candidates” for listing, they have the same protections as species
listed as threatened or endangered.
The Almond Alliance also joined the California Pollinator Coalition, convened by Pollinator
Partnership, the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) and the Almond Board of
California (ABC), pledging to increase habitat for pollinators on working lands.

Water Availability and Drought
2021 has been the year of water. Between drought, the implementation of SGMA and water
infrastructure funding, the Almond Alliance has been engaged.

Drought: California finds itself once again in a drought, with water conditions at the end of the wet
season far below normal for the second year in a row. Drought years like this reveal the age and
weaknesses of our water supply system. Our team is working with a coalition of partners to drive
home the message to the Administration, the Legislature and the public that we need to increase our
ability to capture water during the wet years, so it is available when dry years return.
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SGMA: A considerable amount of work has been done the past six years since the law went into
effect, including establishing regulations for forming Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (or GSAs)
and for developing Groundwater Sustainability Plans (or GSPs). The Almond Alliance successfully
advocated for $180 million in this year’s budget to fund grants to be used for support of SGMA
implementation.
Water Infrastructure: Our water infrastructure is aging, deteriorating and in desperate need of the
kind of financial investment that only the federal government can provide. The Almond Alliance is part
of the Water Infrastructure Coalition, which is supporting the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, a
bi-partisan infrastructure bill passed by the Senate in August.
The act includes $8 billion to repair aging dams and canals, build new surface and groundwater
storage, fund water conservation projects and improve ecosystems. This legislation will now be taken
up in the House. We will reach out to members of the House to educate them about the critical need
to invest in a reliable, affordable and sustainable water supply. As part of the national coalition, that
represents thousands of Western farmers, ranchers, water providers, businesses and communities we
are advocating for getting this legislation to the President’s desk.
The Almond Alliance was actively involved this year with advocating with our agricultural association
partners to secure state funding in the Governor’s budget for water related projects, which is detailed
further in this report.

Stronger Together, We Make a Difference
The benefit of a trade association is that it allows like-minded individuals to work together to
advocate for issues that affect them personally. Growing, shelling, hulling, and shipping has become
more complex over the years. We are here to be your voice at the table when you cannot be there, to
be in the room talking key staff, policy makers, regulators, and the administration, telling them what
impacts their decisions will have on the California almond community.” We take that responsibility
seriously and invite you to read the 2021 Advocacy Report.
Respectfully,

Elaine Trevino
President
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Port Congestion

FEDERAL

As an industry that exports 70% of our production to more than 100 countries, we rely on three
California ports – Oakland, Los Angeles, and Long Beach. When there are challenges and congestion
at the two southern California ports, the Port of Oakland is vulnerable to a timeline outside of their
control.
Agricultural exporters have faced significant difficulties in obtaining fair and reliable ocean transport
over the last year, owed both to an imbalance in the container shipment system and practices by
foreign-flagged ocean carriers. The increased costs and delays that exporters face are impacting
international competitiveness, ability to fulfill contracts, cash flow and dragging down the U.S. trade
balance and post COVID-19 economic recovery.
This crisis seems to be worsening as the holiday season nears. Increased costs, rescheduling,
cancellations, detention and demurrage charges up 300% and lost markets are some of the realities
the industry is facing. Based on numerous sources, over 20% of sales cannot be completed due to
ocean carrier rates, refusals to carry export cargo, unreasonable demurrage and detention charges,
and other practices. As an industry that is international holiday focused, this issue continues to be a
top priority for the Almond Alliance.
With exports from Asia in high demand, most carriers are not shipping direct but transferring goods
through trans-shipment ports (usually in Asia). Most routings are now quoted at 55-65 days with actual
transit taking much longer with dwell times of the containers at these trans-shipment ports becoming
lengthy. In September several new crop almond shipments missed the Diwali holiday in India.
With the increasing congestion in Los Angeles and Long Beach, vessels are waiting days, sometimes
weeks. Due to delays, some carriers will by-pass Oakland to get back onto their normal routing in an
attempt to get back on schedule. There is concern with the on-going congestion that by-passing of
Oakland will continue and likely increase.
The Almond Alliance has worked with our membership, AgTC, and coalition partners to offer solutions
and pinpoint areas that can provide short- and long-term solutions. It is clear that the situation is
complicated and requires ongoing pressure at multiple points.

As a coalition we offered the following solutions:
Support the Federal Maritime Commission’s (FMC) Fact Finding 29. This effort was led by
Commissioner Rebecca Dye, to identify operational solutions to cargo delivery system challenges as
well as use the FMC’s Ocean Carriers Audit Program to analyze the top nine carriers by market share
for compliance with the Commission rules and federal law as it applies to detention and demurrage
practices.
Advocate for increased carrier services to the Port of Oakland. Due to the delays in Los Angeles and
Long Beach the number of vessels that have bypassed Oakland, due to time constraints, has soared.
The number of vessels that have bypassed the Port of Oakland in comparison to last year is
approximately 40 (from July 2020 to July 2021) which exacerbates the challenges that almond
exporters are facing.
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FEDERAL CONTINUED
Longer hours of service at west coast port night gates, with an early opening time. We worked with
several logistics companies on this issue. The solution it is complicated and requires sufficient labor.
Engage the State and Federal Administrations. We have worked with our coalition to meet with the
Governor and Lieutenant Governor’s offices to brief them on the impacts to agricultural exporters.
Our coalition met with the White House, U.S. Department of Transportation, Agriculture and FMC to
educate them on the impacts and brief them on our solutions and the need for the Administration to
hold maritime carriers accountable for excessive fees and their notification system.
The White House issued an Executive Order on Promoting Competition in the American Economy. The
order provided guidance to the FMC to “vigorously enforce the prohibition of unjust and
unreasonable practices” and to “consider further rulemaking to improve detention and demurrage
practices and enforcement of related Shipping Act prohibitions.”
Support of the Ocean Shipping Reform Act of 2021 (OSRA21). Our coalition worked with Congressmen
John Garamendi and Dusty Johnson to craft OSRA21. The Act’s provisions address the unreasonable
detention and demurrage charges, refusal of export cargo bookings, and other carrier practices that
negatively affect U.S. agriculture’s competitiveness in global markets. The Almond Alliance strongly
support provisions in the bill which require ocean carriers to maintain reasonable and fair practices
consistent with the FMC’s Interpretive Rule on Demurrage. In addition, the bill obligates ocean
carriers to carry export cargo unless they can justify their refusal due to safety of the vessel. The Act
also addresses carrier practices that limit the efficient use of containers, chassis and other
equipment.
We welcomed stakeholder roundtable discussions with the Administration, FMC, ports, exporters, labor
and carriers. While we await the results of the FMC fact finding audit and the ports willingness to
increase gate hours of service, we are very concerned that the situation will only worsen. This issue
continues to be a top priority for the Almond Alliance. We need to ensure that congested supply
chains do not damage buyer’s confidence in the California almond industry.

As an industry that exports 70%
of our production to more than
100 countries, we rely on three
California ports – Oakland, Los
Angeles, and Long Beach.
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FEDERAL DROUGHT RESPONSE

FEDERAL CONTINUED

In March 2021, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack designated 50 counties in California as being
primary natural disaster areas because of recent drought conditions. All almond growing counties
were included. Secretary Vilsack’s designation provides farmers and ranchers with eligibility for the
USDA’s disaster assistance programs through the Farm Service Agency. Additionally, it set the
precedent for the Governor Newsom to declare a drought which triggers its own set of responses in
the State of California.
The Almond Alliance as part of a coalition used the
drought designation to highlight the urgency of
legislative efforts to fund water infrastructure that
would expand our ability to capture both surface
and groundwater in times of excess for use in times
of scarcity. According to the California Farm
Water Coalition in February of 2019, 18 trillion
gallons of rain fell in California more than enough
to meet the annual needs of every citizen and
farm in the state, all in one month. But due to
inadequate storage, much of it washed out to sea.
We can’t afford to let that happen again. We
continue to advocate for storage infrastructure
and access to clean drinking water for the
communities that are the foundation of agriculture.
It is not enough to talk about fixing water infrastructure in the State of California, it will take action by
both the federal and state government with a combination of infrastructure funding, innovation,
conservation, improved technology on recycling and desalination, as well as investing in habitat
restoration, forest management and “green” infrastructure projects such as groundwater banking. If
the water management and supply monitoring tools are flawed, our federal and state agencies must
make the needed investments to upgrade water measurement systems for the long-term viability of
our family farms and rural communities.

MARKET ACCESS PROGRAM
The Almond Alliance continues to partner with a national agricultural coalition to advocate for the
USDA’s Market Access Program (MAP), Foreign Market Development (FMD), the Emerging Markets
Program (EMP) and the Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops (TASC) program funding. MAP, FMD,
TASC and Emerging Market Programs (EMP) are cost-share programs requiring farmers and
participating organizations to contribute as much as a 100-percent match. They continue to be
excellent examples of very effective public-private partnerships. These funds are critical as our
industry works to rebuild our export market share in markets that were impacted by COVID-19, supply
chain challenges and retaliatory tariffs. The Almond Alliance will continue to advocate for these
important funds as we expand our markets wherever we can sell California almonds and reclaim lost
markets and successfully find new ones.

Almond Alliance of California — Advocacy Report 2021

TRADE - EXPORT MARKETS

FEDERAL CONTINUED

A healthy global marketplace is critical for the success of the California almond industry. Since 2018,
our industry has been negatively impacted by increasing trade tensions, retaliatory tariffs, and now
global impacts of COVID-19. We’re now experiencing significant supply chain disruption which is
impacting our ability to export within expected timeframes. Additionally, export handlers are
absorbing losses due to increased detention, demurrage, storage and equipment costs. These trade
disruptions and the resulting uncertainty have put the California almond industry at a competitive
disadvantage and make it harder for global consumers to access the reliable and healthy food that
the California almond industry produces.
The goal of the Almond Alliance is to work in partnership with the ABC in opening markets and
increasing demand for a growing crop. Between 2018 and 2020, almond production in California
grew by 37 percent or over 800 million pounds so it is critical to monitor and engage the trade
policies of every major market that purchases almonds, especially China and India.

China:

The Almond Alliance continues to be vocal about how the retaliatory tariffs in
China have impacted our industry. China was the 3rd largest export
destination of California almonds prior to 2018 when we saw a tariff increase
from 10% to 55%. As expected, this resulted in a significant decrease in
almond shipments. While we continue to build back into this market, our China
experience is the example we continue to use to advocate against retaliatory
tariffs.

India:

The California almond industry’s largest export market is India. While exports
have grown in this market, it continues to be one of the most challenging
markets given its difficult trade environment. Disruptive issues tend to focus on
sanitary measures, documentation, and exceptionally high duties on almond
products. Each of these issues are ripe for resolution. India remains an
extremely vital growing market for almonds.

The Almond Alliance will continue to work in partnership with our members, the ABC and a coalition of
specialty crop associations to express our concerns and ongoing impacts due to the unsettled markets
of China, India, Japan, Mexico and the EU.
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FEDERAL LEGISLATION

FEDERAL CONTINUED

The Almond Alliance continues to actively monitor federal legislation and now, more than ever,
partners with national trade organizations to collaborate on supply chain disruption, water
infrastructure, climate smart agriculture and, of course, trade policy. Below is a list of bills that the
Almond Alliance supports. In a time of COVID-19 economic recovery, drought and an unreliable
supply chain, our federal advocacy goals are to seek solutions that are responsible, non-partisan,
practical, economical, environmentally responsible and in the best interests of our members.
As we prepare for the next Farm Bill, we continue to develop our industry priorities, so we are
prepared for House and Senate Agriculture Committee hearings on programs and funding of
importance to our industry.

H.R. 4996. The Ocean Shipping Reform Act of 2021

The bill addresses the increasingly monopolizing ocean container carrier
industry, and the effects to U.S. trade. Updates and improves the purposes of
the Shipping Act to better reflect current federal policy governing
international ocean shipping. Expands the FMC’s unreasonable practice
jurisdiction to service contracts when an ocean common carrier is engaging in
unfair contracting practices on a widespread basis. Requires the FMC to
publish online all findings of false certifications for demurrage and detention
charges and any resulting penalties imposed. Enhances public transparency
for FMC actions and bad actors in ocean shipping industry.
Status: Introduced in August, a bipartisan bill by Congressmen John
Garamendi (D-CA) and Tim Johnson (R-SD).

S. 1251. The Growing Climate Solutions Act
This bill authorizes the USDA to establish a voluntary Greenhouse Gas
Technical Assistance Provider and Third-Party Verifier Certification Program
to help reduce entry barriers into voluntary environmental credit markets for
farmers, ranchers, and private forest landowners. A voluntary environmental
credit market provides the trading platform for agriculture and forestry
credits.
Status: As passed by the Senate, on June 24. Congressman G.T. Thompson (RPa.), a ranking member of the House Agriculture Committee, sent Committee
Chair David Scott (D-Ga.) a letter requesting further review of the Growing
Climate Solutions Act.
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FEDERAL CONTINUED
H.R. 4763. Future of Ag. Resiliency and Modernization Act

This bill directs the USDA to award grants to certain entities, including states,
local governments, and nonprofit organizations, to carry out projects that
further agricultural resiliency and modernization, such as projects that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions; improve air, water, and soil health; and increase
carbon sequestration.
Status: This bill was introduced in July and referred to Subcommittee on
Conservation and Forestry.

H.R. 1603. The Farm Workforce Modernization Act

Senators Michael Bennet (D-Co.) and Mike Crapo (R-Id.) have introduced the
House’s identical bill in the Senate. This bill contains provisions related to
alien farmworkers, including provisions establishing a certified agricultural
worker status and changing the H-2A temporary worker program.
Status: This bill is currently in the Senate.

H.R. 2979. To amend the Water Infrastructure Finance and
Innovation Act of 2014
This bipartisan bill introduced by Congressman John Garamendi (D-Ca.) and
cosponsored by Jim Costa (D-Ca.), would make low-interest federal financing
available for reservoir and drought resiliency projects. This legislation would
amend the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 2014 to make
public water projects like the off-stream Sites Reservoir Project eligible for
low-interest, longer-term federal loans from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.
Status: It was introduced on May 4 and was referred to the Subcommittee on
Water Resources and Environment.
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FEDERAL CONTINUED

ESTABLISHING NEW EXPORT MARKETS IN ASIA FOR WHOLE
ALMOND HULLS

The Almond Alliance is working to establish new international export markets for whole almond hulls.
We are working in partnership with the ABC and have had great success in directly addressing the
technical and phytosanitary issues that have limited the export of whole almond hulls into the
international marketplace, specifically Asia and southeast Asia.
In our work over the last year, we have reached out
to ten new markets and have identified their feed
industry’s technical needs and have begun work on
outreach material focused on educating the
destination market and government administrators
about whole almond hulls as an animal feed. We
also continue to focus on the administrative, trade
and phytosanitary standards for almond hulls as set
by USDA and each destination country. We work
with target market governments to educate them
regarding almond hulls and address their individual
concerns.
The Almond Alliance has developed new educational materials on the nutritional value of almond
hulls, the life-cycle of almonds and a video to visually capture the path almond hulls take from the
orchard to their end use as animal feed. The Almond Alliance team continues to work with our partners
at the ABC to complement their efforts on exporting almond cubes and pellets into China. We are in
communications with the individuals within U.S. government and destination government agencies who
will be part of the process to establish California almond hulls as a merchantable feed commodity in
the destination markets where there is already developing demand for the product.
We are very excited about this project and look forward to updating you on our progress.

SECTION 32 BUY OF ALMONDS
In 2020, the Almond Alliance worked with the almond handlers and the USDA’s Agricultural Marketing
Service to initiate a USDA Section 32 purchase of roasted and natural almonds. The goal was to
facilitate sales of almonds to the USDA given the extremely large crop. This year the almond market
has changed, but the Almond Alliance continues to work through the purchase process to ensure that if
the industry needs the Section 32 purchase program it will be structured correctly and ready to be
activated.
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STATE LEGISLATION

STATE

The Almond Alliance continued to actively engage in the State Capitol and at regulatory agencies
despite a rollercoaster experience with the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, a looming
recall election of Governor Newsom, and handling nearly all legislative business virtually. Access to
the Capitol Building was strictly regulated due to health and safety requirements, including masks,
social distancing, temperature checks, strict testing protocols for staff and elected officials, and the
discretion of offices to take in-person meetings.
Nevertheless, the Legislative session continued with virtual committee reports and socially distanced
floor sessions. This year there was a total of 2,369 bills introduced – an average of 19 per Legislator.
Nearing the House of Origin Deadline, the Senate and Assembly agreed to cap the bill limit at 12 per
Legislator for the remainder of the year – which required legislators to make tough decisions by
paring down their bill packages. While California prepared for a COVID-19 induced recession in
2020, the actual tax receipts pushed this year’s state income to a record setting budget of $262.2
billion.

SPONSORED BILLS
This year, the Almond Alliance was proactive in the legislative arena as both a lead sponsor and cosponsor of legislation. The Almond Alliance sponsored two pieces of legislation with one resulting in
unprecedented funding for “Pollinator Health” in the Governor’s final “Sustainable Agriculture Budget
Package.”

AB 391 (Villapudua) “Pollinator Habiting Funding”
This bill provides funding to CDFA for grants to farmers and ranchers to
support pollinator health. The funds will increase technical assistance,
outreach, and provide grants to incentivize participation in state and federal
conservation programs to establish pollinator habitat and forage.
The Almond Alliance strategically introduced this piece of legislation to
support a parallel Budget funding request. The Almond Alliance successfully
obtained $30 million over two years for pollinator habitat funding (You can
find more information on this topic in the budget section). In line with the
Governor’s Executive Order N-82-20 to conserve 30% of habitats by 2030 to
support biodiversity and boost climate resilience, the state has an incentive
to partner with farmers and ranchers to leverage California’s working lands
in this effort while retaining the economic prosperity of the nation’s leading
agricultural economy. This funding investment in pollinators was a significant
win for the Almond Alliance and its members, as this was a priority for the
year.
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STATE CONTINUED
AB 866 (Dahle) “Commercial Feed Laboratories”
This bill would authorize the Secretary of the CDFA to certify any stateaccredited, certified, or licensed laboratories to test, analyze or sample,
agriculture products.
While this bill was admirable and would have benefited multiple agriculture
entities, this bill reportedly had a significant fiscal impact on the State and
was “held” by the Assembly Appropriations after CDFA engaged in discussions
over the future of the labs. It should be noted there are ongoing
conversations with the department on updating and upgrading their
laboratories due to this piece of legislation.

PRIORITY TRACKED BILLS

While the Almond Alliance was active in sponsoring legislation, we also identified key opportunities
and threats within other pieces of legislation. Due to our strong relationships within the Legislature, we
were able to negotiate favorable amendments to several complex bills. We also took strong positions
of opposition to several other bills that were harmful to the almond industry. In addition, there were
times that the Almond Alliance engaged without a specific position in order to ensure authors would
not amend their bills to impact almond farmers and processors negatively.

AB 73 (Rivas) Health emergencies: employment safety: agricultural
workers: wildfire smoke.

This bill expands the definition of essential workers to include agricultural
workers to allow access to emergency personal protective equipment
stockpiles established by the State Department of Public Health and the
Office of Emergency Services.
Status: The Almond Alliance supported this important measure to provide
critical resources to protect the farm worker community during wildfires. This
bill is an important step to protect essential workers and was signed into law
by the Governor.

AB 93 (E. Garcia) Pandemics: priority for medical treatment: food
supply industry workers.
This bill was introduced to prioritize workers in the food supply industry,
including agricultural field workers and grocery workers, for rapid testing and
vaccination programs in response to the COVID-19 pandemics.
Status: The Almond Alliance supported this legislation to prioritize all essential
food supply chain workers for testing and vaccines. Fortunately, the Governor
prioritized these essential food supply chain workers for testing and
vaccinations as the supply became available, making this bill unnecessary.
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AB 719 (Assembly Committee on Agriculture) Bees.

This bill updates portions of the Apiary Protection Act by changing the makeup
of the Apiary Advisory Board, revising definitions, and requiring notice
requirements for apiary inspections.
Status: The Almond Alliance was neutral on this bill, however, monitored the bill
through the legislative process. The bill moved to the Senate Floor “Inactive
File” at the end of the legislative session due to additional issues raised by
CDFA.

AB 478 (Ting) Solid waste: thermoform containers: minimum
recycled content.
This bill would establish minimum recycled content requirements for
thermoform plastic containers.
Status: The Almond Alliance was neutral on this bill, however, monitored the bill
through the legislative process. The bill was “held” in the Senate
Appropriations Committee.

AB 1086 (Aguiar-Curry) Organic waste: implementation strategy:
report.

This bill would request the California Council on Science and Technology and
state agencies to complete a report that provides an implementation strategy
to achieve the state’s organic waste and related climate change and air
quality mandates, goals, and targets.
Status: The Almond Alliance was neutral on this bill and monitored its
progression through the legislative process. This bill was “held” in the Senate
Appropriations Committee due to fiscal challenges.

SB 54 (Allen) Plastic Pollution Producer Responsibility Act.
This bill prohibits producers of single-use, disposable packaging or single-use,
disposal food service ware from offering for sale, selling, distributing, or
importing in or into the state those products manufactured after January 1,
2032, unless it is recyclable or compostable.
Status: The Almond Alliance was an instrumental voice in defeating this
legislation during the 19/20 legislative session. The author reintroduced this
bill this year, looking to work with industry stakeholders to find a compromise.
The author made this measure a two-year bill to continue “good-faith”
negotiations with the opposition. The Almond Alliance has not taken an official
position on this bill but continues to be at the negotiating table.
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AB 284 (Rivas) Natural & Working Lands.

STATE CONTINUED

This bill would direct the California Air Resources Board to identify a 2045
climate goal, including interim milestones for the state’s natural and working
lands to sequester carbon and reduce atmospheric greenhouse gas emissions
as part of the next update to the scoping plan.
Status: The Almond Alliance was opposed to this measure as introduced. The
Almond Alliance testified in opposition during several committees hearings for
the bill. After many negotiations with the author’s office, the Almond Alliance
was able to work with other agricultural entities to move to a neutral position
on the bill. The bill was held on the Senate Floor due to unforeseen legislative
process challenges and moved to the “Inactive File” at the end of the
legislative session.

AB 1395 (Muratsuchi) The California Climate Crisis Act.
This bill would declare that it is the state's policy to achieve net-zero
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and reduce anthropogenic GHG emissions
by at least 90 percent below the 1990 level no later than 2045 and achieve
and maintain net negative GHG emissions thereafter.
Status: The Almond Alliance opposed the overly aggressive bill and advocated
fiercely to defeat this measure. This bill would have created several challenges
to all sectors of the economy by setting new overly ambitious climate targets
before reaching our current goals. This bill failed passage on the Senate Floor
and was granted reconsideration for next year.

SB 27 (Skinner) State goals: natural and working lands: registry of
projects.
This bill creates the California Carbon Sequestration and Climate Resilience
Project Registry to maintain a list of eligible but unfunded projects, which
public or private entities may fund to mitigate California’s greenhouse gas
emissions and improve climate resilience. This bill also directs state agencies
to establish the Natural and Working Lands (NWL) Climate Smart Strategy.
Finally, it requires the California Air Resources Board to add carbon
sequestration targets to its climate change scoping plan.
Status: The Almond Alliance was neutral on this legislation and monitored it
closely through the legislative process. The Almond Alliance had several
conversations with the author’s office to provide them with resources and
expertise on carbon sequestration on NWL. This bill was signed by the
Governor.
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AB 567 (Bauer-Kahan) Pesticides: neonicotinoids: prohibited use.
This bill would prohibit the use of neonicotinoids on seed.
Status: This bill was introduced and referred to a policy committee for a
hearing. However, the bill received heavy opposition from the agriculture
community, and the author decided to make this a two-year bill. Therefore, the
bill is eligible to be heard again in January 2022.

AB 1139 (Gonzalez) Net energy metering.
This bill directed the California Public Utilities Commission to adopt a new netenergy metering standard contract or tariff by August 1, 2022 and requires an
electrical investor-owned utility to offer the replacement tariff to an eligible
customer-generator by December 31, 2023.
Status: The Almond Alliance was opposed to this bill with other agriculture
groups and the solar industry. The bill was defeated on the Assembly Floor but
was granted reconsideration. The bill will need to pass the Assembly Floor in
January 2022 to remain alive in this legislative session.

AB 701 (Gonzalez) Warehouse distribution centers.
This bill requires warehousing employers who use quotas, employ 100 or more
nonexempt employees at a single warehouse distribution center or employ
1000 or more nonexempt employees at one or more warehouse distribution
centers in the state to provide each employee with a written description of
each quota they are subject to within a defined time period and any potential
adverse action that could result from a failure to meet the quota.
Status: The Almond Alliance was neutral on this bill. The Almond Alliance
monitored the bill and engaged with the author’s staff to ensure this provision
would not have a negative effect on agricultural warehouse operations. This
bill was signed by the Governor.
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AB 377 (Rivas) Water quality: impaired waters.

This bill requires the State Water Resources Control Board and regional
boards, by January 1, 2025, to evaluate impaired state surface waters and
report to the Legislature a plan to bring all water segments into attainment by
January 1, 2050.
Status: The Almond Alliance and various agriculture, water, and business
industry professionals were strongly opposed to this bill. We met with several
members and their staffs and with the large coalition to educate them on our
opposition to the bill. Despite several rounds of amendments, the author not
seeing a clear path forward made this a two-year bill. The bill will be eligible
to be heard again in January 2022.

SB 559 (Hurtado) Department of Water Resources: water
conveyance systems: Canal Conveyance Capacity Restoration Fund.
This bill would authorize state funding to help restore the capacity of the
Friant-Kern Canal, the Delta-Mendota Canal, the San Luis Field Division of the
California Aqueduct, and the San Joaquin Division of the California Aqueduct.
Status: The Almond Alliance was supportive of this measure that would fund the
restoration of critical sections of California's water conveyance system.
Unfortunately, due to the forced amendments at the end of the legislative
session, the author was forced to make it a two-year bill and with a
commitment to continue working on the bill next year. However, despite the
bill’s failure to move forward, there was good news. The Governor and
Legislature approved a $100 million investment in the restoration project
through this year’s State Budget.

SB 539 (Hertzberg) Property taxation: taxable value transfers.
This bill makes several clarifying changes in relevant statutory provisions to
eliminate confusion and ensure proper implementation of Proposition 19
“Property Tax Transfers” passed by the voters in the 2020 General Election.
Status: The Almond Alliance was neutral on this bill which was cleanup to
Proposition 19 to minimize the property tax implications stemming from
transfers of agricultural properties. This bill was signed by the Governor.
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POLLINATOR PROTECTION AND HEALTH

STATE CONTINUED

Pollinator issues continue to be popular with the general public as well with members of the state
Legislature. The Almond Alliance worked closely with Assemblymember Villapudua on AB 391 which
resulted in $30 million over two years in the Governor’s Budget to fund pollinator habitat conservation
efforts.
Pollinators sustain our ecosystems and enhance our natural resources by helping plants reproduce.
Working lands offer an opportunity to expand habitat and forage for pollinators, which will help
sequester carbon and contribute to climate risk reduction. State investment is critical to accelerate
the adoption of conservation practices that integrate pollinator habitat and forage on working
lands.
This year, the Almond Alliance also joined the California Pollinator
Coalition convened by the Pollinator Partnership, the CDFA and
the ABC to increase habitat for pollinators on working lands.
Lastly, the Almond Alliance, in collaboration with other
agricultural groups, continues to fund legal efforts at the
appellate level in support of a California Superior Court ruling
that the California Endangered Species Act does not cover
insects and that bees cannot be classified as fish.

END OF AGRICULTURAL OPEN AIR BURNING
On February 25, 2021, the California Air Resources Board voted to prohibit agricultural burning in the
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District and phase-out the practice by January 1, 2025. The
Almond Alliance has been very active on this issue, partnering with a coalition of trade associations
regarding advocacy efforts and as well as meeting directly with the Governor's office, CARB Board
members and staff to educate them on why open agriculture burning still exists and is a needed
agronomic practice.
The Almond Alliance organized a coalition to
advocate for funding for alternatives to open
agricultural burning. That coalition effort was
focused on identifying funding to expand the
District’s alternatives to open burn grant
program; purchase of additional chipping,
shredding equipment and air burners and
investments in bio-energy/bio-economy pilots
and research.
While we tirelessly advocated for funding alternatives to address the growing number of piles of
removed trees and vines due to the industry’s inability to open air burn, no biomass-to-energy solutions
were funded through the state budget. We were successful in acquiring $180 million in the Governor’s
budget to fund alternatives to agriculture open air burning in the San Joaquin Valley. With the void of
biomass-to-energy alternatives in agricultural regions, you can be assured that the Almond Alliance
will continue to advocate for biomass and pyrolysis solutions and funding to address our industry’s
alternative uses for co-products.
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STATE WATER AVAILABILITY AND DROUGHT

STATE CONTINUED

2021 has been the year of water. Between drought, the implementation of SGMA and water
infrastructure funding, the Almond Alliance has been engaged.
Drought: California finds itself once again in a drought, with
water conditions at the end of the wet season far below normal
for the second year in a row. Drought years like this reveal the
age and weaknesses of our water supply system. The Almond
Alliance is working with a coalition of partners to drive home
the message to the Administration, the Legislature and the
public that we need to increase our ability to capture water
during the wet years so it is available when dry years return.
The Almond Alliance has engaged with the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board)
from the earliest announcement of water curtailments on the Russian River and the Sacramento San
Joaquin Delta Watershed. We understand the general need for order and enforcement of existing
water right priorities under conditions of severe water scarcity and asked the Board to work and find
flexible and balanced solutions to get through this challenging year. We also asked the Board not to
characterize agricultural water as “waste and unreasonable use” as presented in their early staff
reports.
As we continue to work through another year of likely drought, we will continue to advocate for water
storage and better monitoring tools as well as sound decision making on water constraints.
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA): Groundwater agencies throughout
California are currently finalizing plans to
manage their groundwater basins for long-term
balance, as required by SGMA.
A considerable amount of work has been done
the past six years since the law went into effect,
including establishing regulations for forming
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (or GSAs) and for developing Groundwater Sustainability Plans
(or GSPs). The GSP’s must balance groundwater conditions and surface water availability which varies
across irrigated farmland in the Central Valley. In order to help GSP’s, the Almond Alliance and our
agriculture association coalition partners successfully advocated for $180 million in this year’s budget
to fund grants to be used for support of SGMA implementation.

Almond Alliance of California — Advocacy Report 2020

STATE CONTINUED
Water Infrastructure: Our water infrastructure is aging, deteriorating and in desperate need of the
kind of financial investment that only the federal government can provide. The Almond Alliance is
part of the Water Infrastructure Coalition, which is supporting the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act, a bi-partisan infrastructure bill passed by the Senate in August.
The Act includes funding to repair aging dams and canals, build
new surface and groundwater storage, fund water conservation
projects and improve ecosystems. We will continue to reach out
to members of the House to educate them about the critical
need to invest in a reliable, affordable and sustainable water
supply. This is an unprecedented time and opportunity to make
major investments in our water supply infrastructure in a way
that will benefit our state for many years to come.

WATER FEES INCREASE
The State Water Board proposed to increase fees associated with the Waste Discharge Requirement
Program (WDR) for the 2020-2021 fiscal year despite industry requests to defer fees and seek
general fund relief during a drought and SGMA implementation. The fees increased by 15 percent to
pay for water quality programs, i.e., the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program, Confined Animal
Facilities and WDR. Over the years, the Board has increased fees to try and meet revenue goals, much
to the frustration of the regulated community. The water fees are pooled together and distributed
among the various regulatory programs overseen by the Board.
The Almond Alliance is working with the Agricultural Council of
California (Ag Council) and a coalition to encourage review of
the proposed program and facility fee increases. An evaluation of
the fee process is necessary especially at a time when farmed
agricultural acres are expected to decrease.
While Ag Council is taking the lead on this issue, the Almond
Alliance will support them and also advocate for a deeper review
of how fees are set and review whether these increases are
substantiated and actually needed.
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WATER RELATED FUNDING IN GOVERNOR’S BUDGET

The Almond Alliance was actively involved this year with advocating with our agricultural association
partners to secure state funding in the Governor’s budget for water related projects.
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA):
- $180 million total for grants through the
Department of Water Resources to be used for
planning and projects to support SGMA
implementation.

- Of these funds, $60 million is designated
specifically to the San Joaquin Valley for
groundwater recharge efforts, multi-benefit
flood projects and mapping.

Water Conveyance:
- $100 million for conveyance restoration including the Friant-Kern Canal, Delta-Mendota Canal and
the California Aqueduct due to damage caused by subsidence and to address climate change. The
infrastructure investments will improve drought resilience and boost desperately needed water supply
for farms, protection of fish and wildlife and ensure drinking water for millions of Californians.
Multi-benefit Land Repurposing Program:
- $50 million to establish a program at the
Department of Conservation to begin assisting
farmers in the repurposing of land to meet the
requirements of SGMA, which mandates a
significant reduction of groundwater use,
particularly in critically over-drafted basins.

- This new program is intended to help avoid
negative environmental and economic impacts
as land is retired from production under SGMA
while at the same time providing incentives to
assist farmers that are transitioning land out of
production.

State Water Energy & Enhancement Program (SWEEP) :
- $50M for CDFA’s grant program for farmers to
implement more efficient irrigation technologies.

- The purpose of SWEEP is to provide grants to
farmers for on-farm irrigation system
improvements to save water and lower
greenhouse gas emissions.
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FARMER PROGRAM

The Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reductions (FARMER) Program is an
essential program to the California almond industry as we work to comply with the stringent air
quality and emission standards in the Sac-San Joaquin Valley. The program provides funding through
local air districts for to purchase cleaner agriculture-related equipment like harvesting equipment,
heavy-duty trucks, agricultural pump engines, tractors, and other equipment used in agricultural
operations.
Utilizing FARMER funding, the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution
Control District has been able to incentivize the replacement of
thousands of pieces of equipment including electric utility
vehicles, tractor replacements, and the electrification of
agricultural irrigation pumps. FARMER monies are matched by
farmer’s investments in the purchase of new equipment that has
resulted in the reduction of harmful air pollutants, as well as
significant reductions in fuel combustion and greenhouse gas
emissions.

PROP 65/ACRYLAMIDE IN ALMONDS

The Almond Alliance continues to engage with OEHHA regarding acrylamide levels in almonds.
Acrylamide is a natural substance that forms as a result of baking or roasting food, e.g., roasting
almonds. For the last three years, we have been working with OEHHA and the ABC to share
information regarding known acrylamide levels in almonds and what industry research has shown as
acceptable levels of acrylamide in terms of compliance with Prop. 65.
In August of last year, OEHHA opened
rulemaking on this issue and problematically
proposed acceptable acrylamide levels based
on legal settlements vs. science. The Almond
Alliance provided comment to OEEHA’s
proposal,
indicating
establishment
of
acceptable levels for almonds based on legal
settlements was problematic. We emphasized
that the proposed acrylamide level work for
some in the almond industry but has limited
applicability when applied across the entire
almond industry.
We continue to work with the ABC and our core coalition to advocate our industry’s position.

FUMIGANTS, PESTICIDES AND NOTIFICATIONS

The Almond Alliance engaged the California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) this year on
several issues. DPR has been working on the 1,3 – D pilot programs in the three areas of the state:
Shafter, Parlier and Delhi. We have assisted DPR with identification of pilot sites and continue to stay
involved in the pilots as they research alternative methods of achieving fumigation emissions
reductions. Additionally, we continue to provide feedback on the information received from DPR
specific to the pilots. The Almond Alliance will stay engaged throughout the pilot process and during
any subsequent rulemaking to ensure that the final recommendations are reasonable and practical
for the almond industry.
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Recently, at the request of one of our members, the Almond Alliance engaged in a discussion with DPR
and WAPA specific to an issue regarding a label change for pesticides that contain chloropicrin. In
summary, during a US EPA re-registration effort new soil-sealing label language was included to give
options to growers nationally. In the re-registration submission, an inadvertent word substitution was
made that was acknowledged by US EPA. Unfortunately, the federal implementation date for
chloropicrin-containing pesticide labels in California was fast approaching and this issue needed to
be addressed by DPR. Our small group raised the label issue with DPR, provided critical background
information and our recommended corrective action. DPR concurred with our recommendation and
decided that the “and” versus “or” in the non-tarped soil sealing language. DPR determined they will
accept the text that is on the current federal labels and not consider ‘expansion of use’ which is
beneficial to the California almond industry.

Notifications: DPR has been working on a pilot notification system
to notify the public in advance of pesticide applications. The
Almond Alliance and a growing agriculture coalition are trying to
strike the balance of notifications that do not hinder grower
activity, are needed and that the notification would deliver useful
information to nearby residents. The issue of notifying the public
regardless of the existence of risk is emotional for many and is
extremely frustrating and controversial. One proposal is for DPR
to roll out an administrative approach affecting the entire state
or address this issue through legislation or budget actions. This
issue is not going away, and the Almond Alliance will continue to
stay engaged.
24 C’s and Section 18 Emergency Exemptions (US EPA and DPR): The Almond Alliance has led multiple
cross commodity discussions to identify the most important active ingredients and products to meet
our collective priorities and communicate that to registrants and DPR. We continue to take steps to
move our priorities forward to our manufacturer partners ultimately then including their use in Section
24(c ) Special Local Need label changes. We also continue to work with DPR to ensure that when
growers are faced with unique pest management situations, they have right registered pest
management tools in their toolbox. Additionally, the Almond Alliance continues to work on Section 18
Emergency Exemptions by providing necessary amendments to existing labels. Recently, US EPA again
pushed back the Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act re-registration date of a product
used in almonds to manage bacterial blast that will affect an existing Section 18 label. We will be
working to ensure that Section 18 is renewed in time for the 2022 season.
Pesticide Mill Tax Assessment: DPR recently submitted a Budget Change Proposal that included a
$45 million tax increase on the sale of agriculture and commercial pesticide products to cover an $8
million structural deficit at the department. The proposal would have replaced the current flat-fee
mill assessment on pesticide sales with a risk-based tiered mill assessment, where higher toxicity
pesticides are assessed a higher fee. The tiered mill assessment would have been based on a
product’s “signal word” as determined by the US EPA and would have been phased in over four years.
The Almond Alliance was actively involved in the ongoing discussions about this proposal to replace
the current flat fee mill tax on pesticide sales with a new tiered system. The tiered mill assessment
BCP proposal was ultimately scuttled. However, the Governor’s administration included General Fund
dollars to help fund the structural deficit at the DPR.
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BUDGET

California saw a historic influx of tax revenue and federal funding from the American Rescue Plan,
which provided the state with a $75.5 billion budget surplus. This revenue allowed the Governor and
Legislature to agree on a historic $262.2 billion state budget. Several significant investments were
made to address climate change, wildfire, drought, schools, infrastructure, and health care. All the
while, the state continues to maintain a substantial $26 billion budget reserve and stands on strong
fiscal footing.
This year’s budget included $236 million in sustainable agriculture investments that’s followed by an
additional $617 million over the next two fiscal years. In addition, the budget provides funding for
drought response and other strategic investments important to California’s agriculture industry.
The Almond Alliance was extraordinarily focused and active in this year’s budget process. We
successfully advocated for millions of dollars that will go directly to the members of the almond
community. Below is a list of significant items the Almond Alliance was able to successfully obtain in
this year’s budget process.

Successfully Funded Budget Measures Led by the Almond Alliance:
Pollinator Habitat Funding - $30 Million
The Almond Alliance and Assemblymember Villapudua successfully established the Pollinator Habitat
Program at the California Department of Food and Agriculture. The program will prioritize grants
directly to farmers and ranchers for planting of pollinator habitat. In addition to the $15 million
provided by the bill, the Governor’s approved an additional $15 million for the program in the State
Budget for a total of $30 million over two fiscal years.

Bee Safe Program - $2.1 Million
The Almond Alliance successfully advocated to obtain bridge funding of $2.1 million for the continuing
operation of the statewide CDFA’s and County Agricultural Commissioner’s “Bee Safe Program” to
promote and protect a safe, healthy food supply through the protection of bees.

Alternatives to Open Air Agricultural Burning - $180 Million
The Almond Alliance led the agriculture industry in successfully obtaining $180 million in one-time
funding to reduce fine particulate matter air pollution in the San Joaquin Valley caused by open air
agricultural burning. This funding will provide grants to farmers to support the use of alternatives to
open agricultural burning which will be phased out by the end of 2024.
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The Almond Alliance with other agriculture stakeholders were able to successfully obtain the following
funds in this year’s Budget:

FARMER Program - $213 Million
$213 million to reduce criteria pollutants, toxic air contaminants, and greenhouse gas emissions from
agricultural sources through the replacement of on-farm equipment.

Healthy Soils - $75 Million
$75 million to provide grants for on-farm conservation management practices designed to sequester
carbon within the soil.

State Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program (SWEEP) Grants - $50 Million
$50 million to administer and provide grants to farmers to enhance irrigation efficiency and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture-related pumping.

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act - $180 Million
$180 million for implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. $60 million dollars
goes directly for multi-benefit flood projects and groundwater recharge and mapping in the San
Joaquin Valley.

University of California's Cooperative Extension Farm Advisors (UCANR) - $32.1 Million
$32.1 million of ongoing funds to UCANR within the budget of the University of California’s Office of
the President to support UC Cooperative Extension Farm Advisors.

Farm to School Incubator Grant Program - $30 Million
$30 million dollars to the Farm-to-School Incubator Grant Program for health and well-being of
California schoolchildren through integrated nutrition education and healthy food access.

Department of Pesticide Regulation Tiered Mill Tax Assessment on Pesticides
The Almond Alliance, amongst a host of other agricultural and business entities were able to defeat a
major tax on pesticide sales that was supported by the Governor’s administration. This was a
significant victory as one of the few budget proposals that failed to move forward in this year’s
budget cycle.
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CONVENTION

The Almond Alliance was thrilled to host the 39th Almond Alliance Annual Convention in-person in Las
Vegas on May 24-27th. Themed “All In 2021”, the Convention offered up a series of speakers who
addressed a wide range of current legislative and regulatory issues affecting the association’s
growers, hullers/shellers, processors, stakeholders and allied businesses.
A powerhouse panel of state legislators turned repeatedly to the critical need for involvement by
growers and processors with legislators and policy makers. An aptly titled panel “Rolling the Dice”
facilitated by California Advocates Anthony Molina included Assemblymember Flora,
Assemblymember Villapudua, Assemblymember Cooper and Sara Neagu-Reed, Associate Director in
the Federal Policy Division at the California Farm Bureau Federation. The panelists provided their
perspectives on state and federal issues regarding water storage, pesticide mill taxes, pollinators,
carbon sequestration, and labor and immigration.
Attorney Stacy Henderson addressed the “The ten most costly mistakes” by employers that can easily
be avoided. She explained that many claims and lawsuits filed by employees can easily be avoided if
employers understand the basics of what the law requires, and they implement even just a few simple
changes.
Looking at the global marketplace is always important to the California almond industry. Julie Adams
from the ABC discussed how she was optimistic about a favorable future trade outlook for almonds
despite the challenges we faced this past year. She outlined the challenges in the international
marketplace and as well as market development opportunities across the world.
Joe Onorato of the Presidio Trade Group, LLC briefed on the
Almond Alliance’s project to grow various overseas market
opportunities for California almond hulls. He updated the
audience about the demand for California almond hulls in China
and Asian dairy feed markets.
Water is the lifeblood of the California almond industry and the
panel “Stacking the Deck: Drought, SGMA and Voluntary
Settlement Agreements” delved into those timely water topics.
Panel moderator Bill Lyons, an Almond Alliance board member
and former Secretary of the CDFA said no other issue would so
seriously impact the almond industry’s future. Panelists were Dorene D’Adamo, the ag member of the
State Water Resources Control Board; Randy Fiorini, past member of the Delta Stewardship Council
and Patricia Poire, Executive Director of the Kern Groundwater Authority.
Lastly, the Almond Alliance was fortunate to have special guests join us remotely. U.S. Senator Alex
Padilla thanked the almond industry for provided needed food and for working in a very challenging
business environment, while reminding attendees the importance of a strong consistent workforce and
path to citizenship for those working in the agricultural industry. Congressman Josh Harder joined in to
discuss his ongoing work with the California almond industry and the importance of our contribution to
the regional and state economy. He addressed his legislation on biomass and pyrolysis funding and his
desire to continue working together on issues related to COVID-19 recovery, labor and water
infrastructure.
The Convention was a success and an opportunity to provide a diverse discussion with the right mix, of
subjects, location and timing.
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ASSOCIATION ACTIVITY CONTINUED
FEDERAL OUTREACH

This year, the Almond Alliance continued to regularly meet with our congressional delegation. We met
with both our U.S. Senators, their staff, and over 12 of our congressional members to provide an
update on our industry, the challenges of the supply chain disruption, lack of available labor, concerns
of water availability and how we are doing as an industry as we recover from COVID-19. We
discussed the importance and need for federal resources and programs including the USDA's Market
Access Program and ongoing federal appropriations for other important federal marketing programs.

STATE OUTREACH

On an ongoing basis, we continued our efforts to educate California legislators and their staff about
the California almond industry through farm and facility tours and personal meetings.
Our team facilitated a tour of over 30 legislators and their staff to orchards showing the life cycle of
an almond and the challenges and opportunities our industry faces. From drip irrigation, to shaking of
the trees, to reducing dust, solar drying to the hulling process and nut processing.
Our team joined Secretary Karen Ross (CDFA),
Secretary Blumenfeld (CalEPA) and Secretary
Crowfoot (Resources) for a discussion on the
importance of sustaining agriculture in the state
and the importance of state investments to
expand the use of lower emission tractors and
equipment, the benefits and challenges of
including cover crops in our orchards, our
industry’s work on protecting pollinators and
growing their habitat and the need for viable
biomass solutions that can generate valueadded outputs for our by-products.
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ASSOCIATION ACTIVITY CONTINUED
MEMBERSHIP TRAININGS

Every year the Almond Alliance assesses the training needs of our membership to ensure that our
programs are up-to-date and are a value-add to members. Our 2020-2021 training program was
focused primarily on the evolving laws, rules and regulations surrounding COVID-19.

Labor Law Trainings: Our membership faced an avalanche of new COVID-19 worker health and
safety laws, regulations and case law that impacted day-to-day operations. In addition to the
ongoing employee safety protocols, employers were face with revised social distancing, PPE, and
vaccination guidelines. We worked with employers to facilitate vaccination of their employees and
assisted with the development of updated employee policies and guidance documents. Attorney
Stacy Henderson provided members with trainings, consultations and resources regarding COVID-19
and their workforce.
Huller/Sheller Meetings: The Almond Alliance
provided substantive meetings and trainings
focused on specific challenges and needs of our
huller/sheller members. We worked with
huller/shellers to cover CPR, heat illness and preseason issues, stockpile fumigation, hull fire
prevention, our Almond Hull Quality Assurance
Program, legislative and regulatory updates and
opportunities for expanding markets for coproducts.

COALITIONS

There is strength in numbers! The Almond Alliance continues to expand our working coalitions to
achieve our organization’s mission to ensure that we are delivering strong industry advocacy efforts
at the State and Federal levels. Working within a coalition provides opportunities for the Almond
Alliance to combine, limited resources, insight, outreach and advocacy for the health, success and
sustainability of agriculture, specifically almonds.
This year we would like to highlight our partnership with the AgTC on addressing the national supply
chain and port disruption. AgTC served as the umbrella organization for multiple agricultural
associations as we all worked to communicate the challenges and economic damages caused by the
supply and port disruption to both our state and federal officials and Administrations. The Almond
Alliance worked with our California coalition on west coast port challenges, while AgTC operated on
the federal level to advocate for systematic and long-term changes. Being part of a coalition of
associations, we pooled our resources, met weekly to maximize our effectiveness by complementing
each other’s efforts, developed agreed upon messaging, and coordinated meetings. Together, we
built a network of organizations
dedicated to protecting a strong supply
chain system, committed to fighting for
infrastructure expansion of major U.S.
ports and ensuring that agricultural
exporters can depend on a reliable
global transportation system.
The Almond Alliance values all our coalition partnerships and looks forward to our continued work
together.
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